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orange  QOujftl  syrup  for  all 
the  family  9 


Active  constituents 
Pholcodine  EP  5mg 
Phenylpropanolamine  HCI  BP  12.5mg 
Paracetamol  BP  150mg 
Pholcolix  is  available  in  packs  of 
100ml  (RSP  69p)  for  over  the  counter 
recommendations. 


Also  available  in  Litre  packs  for 
prescription  dispensing. 
Details  available  from 

Marketing  Department 
William  R.  Warner  &  Co  Ltd, 
Eastleigh,  Hampshire  S05  3ZQ 
Pholcolix  is  a  registered  trade  mark 
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The  Wish  Room 
Attendant 


There's  one  Wash  Room  Attendant  that's  always  on  Its  advantages  are  readily  appreciated  in  the  summer 

duty  and  provides  hot  water  whenever  it's  needed.  especially  if  you  have  to  go  to  the  expense  of  keeping  a 

It's  an  electric  water  heater.  boiler  going  just  to  heat  water. 

Easily  installed  and  compact  enough  to  fit  into  the  If  you'd  like  to  know  more  about  electric  water  heating, 

smallest  'smallest  room'.  No  fumes,  no  flues,  virtually  no  contact  your  commercial  heating  specialist  through  your 

heat  loss  from  pipework  and  very  little  maintenance.  local  Electricity  Board  shop  or  office.  His  advice  is  free. 

HEATlllCfllC 

The  Electricity  Council,  hii^land  and  Wales. 
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Comment 


Clothier  compromise 

As  expected,  the  Clothier  Committee's  recommendations  on 
rural  dispensing — published  in  its  report  this  week  (see  page 
856)— are  hardly  world-shattering.  But  it  has  taken  two 
years  for  the  Committee  to  come  to  an  agreement 
acceptable  to  both  pharmacists  and  doctors  and,  under  the 
circumstances,  the  report  could  hardly  have  been  anything 
other  than  a  compromise. 

The  main  recommendation  is  that  a  National  Joint 
Committee,  with  doctor,  pharmacist  and  lay  members, 
should  be  set  up  with  legal  powers  to  control  dispensing  in 
rural  areas.  In  effect,  it  appears  that  the  present  "standstill'' 
would  continue  indefinitely.  The  main  problem  in  recent 
years  has  been  sudden  changes  in  rural  dispensing 
arrangements;  pharmacists  have  suffered  severe  losses  to 
doctors  and,  egually,  doctors  fear  the  loss  of  income 
resulting  from  a  pharmacy  opening.  The  NJC  would  act  to 
reduce  the  problems  caused  by  such  changes. 

Obviously  the  report  is  not  all  pharmacy  would  wish  for. 
Those  likely  to  be  most  disappointed  are  pharmacists  whose 
businesses  have  been  made  unviable  by  doctor  dispensing 
in  the  past.  Those  pharmacists  most  pleased  will  be  the 
ones  now  threatened  by  doctors  wishing  to  start  dispensing. 
And  pharmacists  on  town  fringes  would  have  some  means 
of  retrieving  dispensing  rights  in  areas  which  are  no  longer 
rural  in  character.  In  the  past,  Family  Practitioner  Committee 
administrators  have  been  reluctant  to  re-designate  areas  as 
no  longer  rural  because  doctors'  rural  practice  payments 
would  have  been  affected. 

The  NJC  would  need  to  approve  any  proposal  to  start 
NHS  dispensing  in  a  rural  area  at  a  pharmacy.  This 
illustrates  the  vital  importance  of  ensuring  that  no  more  rural 
pharmacies  are  allowed  to  close.  Once  a  pharmacy  stops 
dispensing,  restarting  would  not  necessarily  be  automatic. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee  and 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Committees  clearly  have  a  duty  to 
maintain  these  pharmacies  by  all  possible  means. 

The  NJC  s  success  will  depend  on  its  members.  Its  aim 
would  be  to  make  detached  and  impartial  decisions  and 
build  up  a  "caselaw"  to  ensure  consistency  while  producing 
the  right  solutions  for  the  individual  areas  concerned.  The 
committee's  standing  should  be  unguestionable,  with  the  lay 
members  having  a  wide  understanding  of  the  problems 
involved  and  no  personal  axes  to  grind. 

In  a  preface  to  the  report,  the  chairman,  Mr  Justice 
Clothier,  says,  "The  government  of  a  civilised  country  may 
be  viewed  as  a  series  of  compromises  in  which  personal 
liberty  is  balanced  against  community  interest  .  .  .  some 
personal  freedoms  have  had  to  be  exchanged  for  common 
advantage ".  As  this  compromise  is  probably  the  best 
solution  the  professions  can  expect  at  the  moment,  we 
support  Mr  David  Coleman,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
who  answers  questions  on  the  report  on  page  858,  in  hoping 
that  the  proposals  are  accepted  without  delay.  For  at  the 
centre  of  it  all  is,  to  quote  the  chairman  again,  "the  man  in 
the  country  lane  who  from  time  to  time  suffers  an  illness 
medicine  may  relieve.''  When  both  professions  no  longer 
regard  each  other  as  a  threat  they  may  be  prepared  to  work 
together  for  the  patients  good,  with  doctors  realising  how 
much  the  patient  benefits  from  a  pharmacy's  total  service. 
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New  body  to  control 
rural  dispensing? 


The  National  Joint  Committee  on  Rural 
Dispensing  (Clothier  Committee)  has 
recommended  that  a  new  statutory  body 
should  be  set  up  to  regulate  significant 
changes  in  dispensing  arrangements  in 
rural  areas. 

In  its  report  published  this  week,  the 
Committee  suggests  that  such  a  body 
would  be  independent  of  the  Department 
of  Health  and  would  include  three  doc- 
tors, three  pharmacists  and  three  lay 
members  with  a  lay  chairman.  "Unfet- 
tered by  fixed  criteria"  the  National  Joint 
Committee  would  decide  whether  a 
pharmacy  could  open  or  a  doctor  be 
allowed  to  start  dispensing  in  a  particular 
area,  after  considering  the  interests  of 
doctors,  pharmacists  and  patients 
involved.  The  viability  of  local  pharmacies 
and  the  significance  of  dispensing  to  the 
viability  of  medical  practices  would  be 
taken  into  account  when  deciding  the  best 
arrangements. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Clothier 
Committee's  proposals: 

1 .  A  national  statutory  body  (NJC)  should 
be  established  to  regulate  significant 
changes  in  dispensing  arrangements  in 
rural  areas. 

2.  The  NJC  members,  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  for  Social  Services,  should  com- 
prise three  doctors  nominated  by  the 
General  Medical  Services  Committee, 
three  pharmacists  nominated  jointly  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  Phar- 
maceutical Services  Negotiating  Com- 
mittee, three  lay  members  and  a  lay 
chairman. 

3.  The  following  changes  should  always 
require  the  NJC's  approval — any  proposal 
to  start  NHS  dispensing  in  a  rural  area  at  a 
pharmacy;  any  proposal  to  start  NHS  dis- 
pensing in  a  rural  area  by  a  medical  prac- 
tice (other  than  for  patients  qualifying 
under  Regulation  30(1  )(a)  (serious  dif- 
ficulty)); any  proposal  by  a  dispensing 
medical  practice  to  provide  an  NHS  dis- 
pensing service  (other  than  for  serious  dif- 
ficulty patients)  in  an  area  where  the  prac- 
tice has  not  previously  dispensed;  any 
proposal  referred  to  the  NJC  by  the  dis- 
pensing sub-committee  of  an  FPC. 

4.  FPCs  should  establish  dispensing  sub- 
committees, with  a  prescribed  mem- 
bership, to  deal  with  dispensing  arrange- 
ments in  rural  areas. 

5.  Changes  which  should  initially  be  con- 


The  Committee  believes  that  the  pre- 
sent "standstill"  on  rural  dispensing,  due 
to  end  April  10,  1978,  has  been  observed 
successfully  and  it  recommends  that  the 
professions  operate  a  similar  agreement 
until  the  proposals  can  be  implemented. 

Other  recommendations  are  that  the 
professions  should  consider  whether  a 
pharmacist  should  be  able  to  "buy  out"  a 
doctors'  dispensing  business  or  vice  versa, 
to  achieve  a  satisfactory  service  and  that 
the  Department  should  consider  adjusting 
remuneration  of  a  pharmacy  owner  or 
doctor  if  it  would  facilitate  a  change  in 
dispensing  arrangements. 

The  report  will  now  be  considered  by 
the  General  Medical  Services  Committee, 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  and 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee,  who  will  decide  whether  to 
accept  the  proposals  and  make  a  joint 
approach  to  submit  the  necessary  legis- 
lation to  Parliament. 


sidered  by  such  dispensing  sub- 
committees should  include — any  proposal 
to  re-locate  a  pharmacy  on  the  FPCs 
pharmaceutical  list  near  its  present  loca- 
tion; any  proposal  to  transfer  patients 
from  the  prescribing  list  to  the  dispensing 
list  of  the  same  or  another  medical  prac- 
tice without  a  change  of  patient's  address. 
If  the  dispensing  sub-committee  or  the 
members  appointed  by  the  Local  Medical 
Committee  or  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  consider  the  proposal  would 
involve  a  significant  change  in  dispensing 
arrangements  the  sub-committee  should 
refer  the  proposal  to  the  NJC.  If  the  prop- 
osal is  not  considered  to  involve  a  sig- 
nificant change  the  matter  would  be  for 
decision  by  the  sub-committee. 

6.  The  following  changes  would  not 
require  the  approval  of  the  NJC  or  the 
FPCs  dispensing  sub-committee — the 
inclusion  in  an  FPCs  pharmaceutical  list 
of  a  new  owner  of  an  existing  pharmacy; 
dispensing  by  a  successor  or  a  new  partner 
in  a  medical  practice  for  those  patients 
already  included  in  the  practice's  dis- 
pensing list;  the  addition  to  the  dispensing 
list  of  a  medical  practice  of  new  patients 
who  move  into  an  area  where  the  practice 
provides  a  dispensing  service. 

7.  There  should  be  provision  for  the  Local 
Medical  Committee  or  the  Local  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  to  appeal  to  the 
NJC  against  the  decision  of  an  FPC  on 
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whether  an  area  is  rural  in  character  m 
the  purpose  of  Regulation  30(l)(b).  In 
Committee   believes   the   question  If 
whether  an  area  is  rural  in  charatjtt 
should  be  considered  on  its  own  me 
and  not  depend  on  the  Rural  Practi 
Fund  classification  whereby  doctors 
claim  extra  payments. 

8.  The  NJC  should  have  wide  powei 
enable  any  decision  on  a  proposal 
appeal  to  be  conditional  on  measure; 
ensure  that  the  effect  of  the  change  wo 
be  gradual,  so  there  would  be  no  i 
ficulties  for  patients,  and  the  doctor; 
pharmacists  concerned  would  not  suffi 
sudden  loss  of  income. 

NHS  remuneration  adjustment 

9.  The  Department  of  Health  should  c 
sider  making  appropriate  provision  fofl 
adjustment  of  the  NHS  remuneration  m 
directly  affected  doctor  or  pharmBI 
owner  where  it  would  facilitate  a  changH 
dispensing  arrangements  which  the  SH 
considered  desirable. 

10.  The  NJC  should  not  consider  I 
further  proposal  or  appeal  relating  toB 
same  area  within  five  years  unless  ill 
satisfied  that  exceptional  circumstarl  I 
have  arisen. 

1 1 .  Approvals  by  the  NJC  should  have!  I 
following  scope —  in  the  case  of  doctJ  I 
be  for  a  defined  area,  apply  to  the  pracB 
as  a  whole  and  be  transferable  to  sH 
cessors  of  existing  members  and  to  acH 
tional  members  of  the  practice ;  in  the  cm\ 
of  pharmacies,  apply  to  a  specified  pfB 
macy  and  be  transferable  to  a  new  owrH 

12.  The  applicant  and  any  doctorB 
pharmacy  owner  directly  affected  by  ft 
decision  should  have  a  right  of  appeaB 
the  Secretary  of  State  against  a  decisioiB 
the  NJC. 

13.  The  professions  should  consider  B 
possibility  of  payments  between  doclB 
and   pharmacists   being   permitted  fl 

approved   voluntary   transfers   of  iB 
pensing  business  from  one  to  the  otfB 
Payments  of  this  kind  would  at  presentB 
incompatible  with  the  ethical  codes  of  pBj 
fessions  and  could  be  regarded  as  the  "sH 
of  goodwill"  of  a  medical  practice,  pfl 
hibited  by  existing  NHS  legislation  ; 
which  would  need  to  be  amended.  1 
committee  is  convinced  there  is  scope 
voluntary  change  in  dispensing  arran 
ment  supplementary  to  the  changes  r 
ulated  by  NJC  and  that  agreement  co 
more  easily  be  reached  if  "purchase" 
transferred   business  was  clearly  p 
mitted.  Any  agreed  transfer,  howev 
would  require  prior  approval  of  NJC  w 
would  be  responsible  for  ensuring  t 
patients'  interests  had  been  fully  tal 
into  account  and  would  examine 
effects  on  the  present  and  continued  v 
bility  of  the  medical  practices  or  ph 
macies  in  the  areas.  Transactions  invo 
ing  money  could  only  take  place  wh< 
both  parties  were  willing  and  the  pr 
agreed;  the  Committee  would  not  w 
NJC  to  have  power  to  require  payme: 
for  other  types  of  change  in  dispensi 
arrangements.  It  is  suggested  that  the  p 
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The  Clothier  Committee.  Mr  Justice  Clothier  (seated  fourth  from  left)  is  flanked  by  Mr  G.  T.  M. 
David  of  the  PSNC  (on  his  left)  and  Dr  M.  Wilson,  chairman  rural  practices  sub-committee,  GMSC. 
Mr  J.  Bannerman  and  Mr  D.  Coleman  are  seated  beside  Mr  David,  and  Mr  J.  Charlton,  Mr  G. 
Walker  and  Mr  R.  Dickinson  are  standing  behind. 


Arguments  put  forward  by  both  sides 


iessions  might  wish  to  investigate  a  for- 
mula for  guidance  in  calculating  pay- 
nents. 

14.  To  ensure  stability  until  the  NJC  is 
established  the  professions  should  retain 
the  local  inter-professional  committees 
and  should  agree  a  further  voluntary 
itandstill  to  be  monitored  by  the  local 
Committees,  with  a  central  joint  body  for 
additional  advice. 

15.  The  professions  should  jointly  request 
the  Secretary  for  Social  Services  and  Sec- 
retary for  Wales  to  submit  the  necessary 
legislation  to  Parliament.  Primary  legis- 
lation would  be  needed  to  enable  entry  in 
i  rural  area  to  the  pharmacuetical  list  of  an 
RPC  to  be  regulated — at  present,  under 
Section  42  of  the  NHS  Act  1977  (formerly 
section  38(2)(b)  of  the  NHS  Act  1946), 
:here  is  no  restriction  on  entry  to  the  list  by 
inyone  who  is  entitled  by  law  to  sell  or 
;upply  medicines  and  who  undertakes  to 
;omply  with  the  terms  of  service  for  chem- 
sts;  to  enable  the  NJC  to  be  established; 
o  empower  the  Secretary  of  State  to  pre- 
icribe  in  regulations  the  arrangements 
inder  which  the  NJC  would  operate. 


'harmacists'  proposals 

harmacy's  representatives  presented  two 
apers  to  the  Committee.  The  first  prop- 
sed  that  dispensing  in  rural  areas  should 
e  undertaken  by  pharmacists  except 
/here  the  patient  would  experience  seri- 
'us  difficulty  in  having  a  prescription  dis- 
ensed  at  a  pharmacy  or  by  means  of  a 
ervice  supplied  by  a  pharmacy;  and  that 
jvised  arrangements  should  in  general  be 
ased  on  the  proposals  contained  in  the 
Third  Report  of  the  Joint  Discussions  held 
i  1966  on  the  family  doctor  service  ("the 
966  proposals").  Those  proposals 
ivolved  removal  of  the  one-mile  rule  and 
esignation  of  areas  for  dispensing  by  doc- 
ors  where  people  would  have  serious  dif- 
iculty  of  access  to  a  pharmacy  through 
listance  or  inadequate  communcations.  A 
octor  who  was  required  or  authorised  to 
ispense  for  patients  in  an  area  to  which 
he  serious  difficulty  criterion  applied 
/ould  have  retained  that  right,  subject  to 
econsideration,  only  if  there  were  a 
lajor  change  of  circumstances  in  the  area. 
)octors  who  would  have  no  longer  dis- 
iensed  would  have  had  one  year's  notice 
f  cessation;  and  there  would  have  been  a 
ght  of  appeal. 

In  the  second  paper  the  pharmacists 
xplained  how  the  proposal  would  oper- 
te.  The  one  mile  limit  would  continue  (  a 
hange  from  the  1 966  proposals),  because 
few  people  living  within  a  mile  of  a  phar- 
lacy  should  experience  serious  difficulty 
i  having  prescriptions  dispensed  there; 
nd  retention  of  the  limit  would  continue 
ome  security  for  rural  pharmacies. 

Rural  districts  outside  the  one-mile 
adius  would  be  reviewed  within  a  year, 
nd  doctor  dispensing  then  be  required 
nly  in  those  districts  where  patients 


would  have  serious  difficulty  in  obtaining 
their  medicines  from  a  pharmacy  because 
of  distance  or  inadequate  communcations. 

FPCs  would  establish  dispensing  com- 
mittees to  designate  rural  districts  as 
pharmacist  dispensing  districts,  taking 
account  of  the  distribution  of  surgeries 
and  pharmacies,  pharmacy  hours  in  rela- 
tion to  surgery  hours,  arrangements  such 
as  collection  and  delivery  services,  local 
shopping  habits  and  transport  facilities. 
Districts  would  be  reviewed  if  there  were  a 
major  change  of  circumstances. 

Doctors  in  districts  designated  for 
pharmacist  dispensing  would  be  given 
three  months  to  cease  dispensing,  but 
there  should  be  reasonable  measures  to 
compensate  them  for  financial  loss.  The 
FPCs  dispensing  committee  would  have  a 
balanced  membership  of  doctors,  phar- 
macists and  laymen  to  ensure  that  every- 
one interested  would  have  confidence  in 
the  fairness  of  its  decisions.  There  would 
be  provis'on  for  various  appeals  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Doctors'  answers 

The  medical  representatives  pointed  out 
that  all  doctors  were  entitled  under  the 
Medicines  Act  to  supply  medicines  to 
their  patients.  Any  alteration  of  this  basic 
entitlement  would  affect  the  whole  pro- 
fession and  was  not  acceptable. 

The  doctors  could  not  accept  the  pro- 
posal— that  a  patient  would  have  to  be  in 
serious  difficulty  in  obtaining  medicines 
from  a  pharmacy  before  he  would  be  per- 
mitted to  obtain  them  from  his  doc- 
tor— was  in  the  patient's  interest.  The  doc- 
tors said  the  only  sensible  solution  would 
be  for  the  patient  to  have  a  free  choice 
whether  he  presented  the  prescription  to 


his  dispensing  doctor  or  to  the  pharmacy 
on  every  occasion. 

The  medical  representatives  produced 
figures  to  support  their  view  that  dis- 
pensing by  doctors  had  not  been  a  factor 
significantly  affecting  the  number  of 
pharmacy  closures.  The  proportion  of 
patients  receiving  their  medicines  from  a 
dispensing  doctor  had  only  increased  from 
5.53  per  cent  to  5.81  per  cent  between 
1 966  and  1 976  and  that  the  proportion  of 
all  general  practitioners  who  dispensed  for 
their  patients  had  actually  fallen  slightly. 

Doctors'  proposals 

The  doctors'  paper  recommended  that 
each  time  a  prescription  was  issued  to  a 
patient  living  in  a  rural  area  he  should  be 
able  to  choose  whether  to  have  it  dis- 
pensed by  doctor  or  pharmacist;  the 
one-mile  rule  would  cease.  A  doctor 
should  be  entitled  to  dispense  for  all  his 
patients  living  in  a  rural  area  if  at  least  50 
asked  him  to  do  so. 

Considering  initial  capital  outlay  and 
running  costs  with  a  reasonable,  margin  of 
profit,  dispensing  by  doctors  should  not  be 
liable  to  sudden  change;  once  a  doctor 
undertook  a  dispensing  service  he  should 
retain  the  right  to  continue  it.  A  doctor 
who  relinquished  his  right  to  dispense 
should  receive  compensation  for  loss  of 
income. 

Pharmacists'  answers 

The  pharmacists  said  the  proposals  to  let 
patients  decide  on  each  occasion  had  been 
considered  during  the  1969-71  dis- 
cussions and  was  unacceptable. 

The  pharmacists  appreciated  the  doc- 
tors' objection  to  the  risk  of  sudden 
change  because  existing  pharmacies  simi- 
larly faced  the  risk  of  a  sudden  drop  in 
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Implications  of  the  Clothier 
Committee's  report 


Mr  D.  L.  Coleman,  a  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee  representative  on 
the  Clothier  Committee,  answers  some  typical  questions  on  issues  involved. 


What  was  the  object  of  the  report? 
The  Clothier  Committee  was  set  up  by  the 
then  Minister  for  Health,  Dr  David  Owen 
to  consider  the  problems  of  dispensing  in 
rural  areas  and  comprised  pharmacists 
and  doctors  from  the  PSNC,  Phar- 
maceutical Society  and  General  Medical 
Services  Committee.  The  Minister  said  he 
would  consider  amending  the  present  reg- 
ulations if  the  request  was  a  joint  one 
agreed  by  both  professions.  So  the  object 
was  to  find  a  sensible  solution  to  the  dis- 
pute, acceptable  to  both  parties. 

What  are  its  main  points? 
Firstly,  the  setting  up  of  a  National  Joint 
Committee  of  pharmacists,  doctors  and 
lay  people  to  regulate  changes  in  dis- 
pensing arrangements  in  rural  areas.  Sec- 
ondly, the  suggestion  that  a  pharmacy 
should  not  open  or  a  doctor  should  not 
begin  to  dispense  without  the  approval  of 
that  Committee.  Thirdly,  the  definition  of 
"rural"  in  character  could  be  made  by  the 
NJC  if  asked. 

Who  won — pharmacists  or  doctors? 
Neither,  of  course — it  is  a  compromise 
between  pharmacy's  case,  that  all  dis- 
pensing should  be  done  at  a  pharmacy, 
and  the  doctors'  case,  that  they  should  be 
able  to  dispense  whenever  they  wished. 

What  are  the  advantages  to  the  pharmacist? 
Doctors  who  do  not  dispense  now  would 
not  be  able  to  do  so  without  NJC  agree- 
ment. Rural  pharmacists  will  not  wake  up 
to  find  two-thirds  of  their  income  gone 
overnight,  with  nothing  they  can  do  about 
it.  Pharmacists  in  areas  that  are  expanding 
and  gradually  becoming  urbanised,  will  be 
able  to  appeal  for  reclassification  as  no 
longer  rural  under  Regulation  30. 

And  to  the  doctor? 

Doctors,  too,  are  afraid  of  sudden 
change — a  three  man  dispensing  partner- 
ship might  have  to  reduce  to  two  doctors  if 
a  pharmacy  were  to  start  dispensing  sud- 
denly. Current  changes  in  remun- 
eration— "the  differential  on-cost",  and 
the  Essential  Small  Pharmacies 
Scheme — have  made  it  more  attractive  for 
pharmacists  to  open  in  rural  areas. 

Where  does  the  patient  fit  in? 
The  patient  will  have  to  ask,  as  now,  if  he 
wishes  to  go  on  a  doctor's  dispensing  list. 
The  interests  of  the  patient  will  be  ensured 
by  lay  representation  at  local  and  national 


level.  The  present  conflict  is  not  in  the 
patients'  interest. 

Is  a  pharmacist's  right  to  open  where  he 
wishes  being  given  away  to  an  outside 
body— the  NJC? 

Not  quite  true — a  pharmacy  would  still  be 
able  to  open  where  it  wished,  but  would 
not  have  an  NHS  contract  without  the 
approval  of  NJC.  As  pharmacy  moves 
towards  planned  distribution  in  urban  as 
well  as  rural  areas,  some  form  of  statutory 
body  will  have  to  be  set  up  to  control 
contract  limitation. 

So  if  there  is  no  pharmacy  in  an  area  at  the 
moment,  there  never  will  be? 
No — pharmacies  will  still  be  able  to  open 
for  NHS  dispensing,  in  rural  areas,  but 
only  with  the  approval  of  NJC  who  would 
take  all  relevant  facts  into  account 
— including  the  effect  on  the  doctor  who  at 
present  dispenses.  Additionally,  if  an  area 
became  no  longer  rural  in  character,  NJC 
would  decide  it  should  have  pharmacy 
dispensing. 

What  is  to  stop  a  doctor  gradually  increas- 
ing his  list? 

The  Family  Practitioner  Committee's  dis- 
pensing sub-committee  would  have  to 
approve  any  change  of  patients  from  a 
doctor's  prescribing  to  dispensing  list. 
New  patients  to  an  area  could  apply  to  go 
on  to  a  doctor's  dispensing  list,  but  if  there 
was  a  significant  change  in  number, 


approval  would  have  to  be  gained,  (ai 
the  pharmacists  on  the  dispensing  su 
committee  would  be  able  to  decide  wh 
significant  meant). 

What  happens  now? 
Firstly,  the  "standstill"  continues.  Se 
ondly,  PSNC,  the  Society  ,  and  GMSC  w 
consider  the  report.  If  they  all  agree, 
joint  approach  will  be  made  to  the  Min 
ter  to  ask  for  the  necessary  legislation 
enable   the   recommendations  to 
enacted. 

Is  the  report  still  negotiable? 
The  Clothier  Committee  has  produced  t 
report  and  its  work  is  therefore  finish 
(except  that  aspect  which  refers  to  t 
"monitoring"  of  the  "standstill").  It 
possible  that  some  of  the  bodies  co 
cerned  may  wish  to  see  alteration,  but 
must  be  remembered  that  the  report  stei 
from  months  of  discussion  and  coi 
promise  on  both  sides.  Any  significa 
changes  would  upset  the  balance  of  th 
compromise. 

Do  you  hope  the  report  will  be  accepted 
Yes,  the  alternative — a  return 
"trench  warfare"  between  doctor  a 
pharmacist  hoping  that  a  Minister  mig 
impose  a  solution  satisfactory  to  phc 
macy  is  not  attractive.  If  the  report 
adopted,  pharmacists  in  rural  areas  coi 
plan  ahead  with  reasonable  confiden 
that  doctors  will  not  suddenly  start  d 
pensing.  They  can  also  be  confident  th 
there  is  a  national  body  capable  of  arb; 
rating  in  disputes  to  which  they  c: 
appeal.  I  hope  that  the  stage  betwe( 
receiving  the  report  and  it's  impleme 
tation  is  reasonably  short — partly  becau 
I  do  not  want  to  see  any  more  rural  pha 
macies  close.  The  adoption  of  the  repo 
together  with  a  better  system  of  remui 
eration,  should  keep  many  highly  essenti 
pharmacies  open.  Also  a  long  period 
time  could  allow  serious  breaches  of  tl 
"gentlemen's  agreement"  before  thei 
were  statutory  powers  to  deal  with  ther 


Arguments  of  both  sides 
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larly  faced  the  risk  of  a  sudden  drop  in 
income  if  doctors  started  to  dispense.  The 
pharmacists  recognised  the  importance  of 
dispensing  income  for  the  doctors  con- 
cerned, and  the  doctors'  view  that  loss  of 
income  on  relinquishing  a  right  to  dis- 
pense merited  compensation.  The  phar- 
macists emphasised  that  the  dispensing 
service  from  pharmacies  was  available 
throughout  the  day  and  was  supplemented 
by  an  out-of-hours  service. 

Clearly,  neither  profession  could  accept 
the  other's  proposals,  although  both 
agreed  that  the  present  unregulated 
arrangements  could  result  in  sudden  arbit- 
rary changes  which  adversely  affected 
patients,  doctors  or  pharmacists.  The 
Committee  therefore  considered  whether 
agreement  could  be  reached  on  new 
objective  criteria  which  could  be  applied 
universally.  Instead  of  a  rule  based  on  the 


distance  between  a  patient's  home  and 
pharmacy,  one  based  on  the  distance  be 
ween  the  doctor's  surgery  and  a  pharmai 
was  examined.  However,  that  only  pr 
duced  new  anomalies.  The  Commits 
could  not  find  other  criteria  which  cou 
be  applied  universally.  Circumstances  di 
fered  widely  from  one  area  to  anothe 
and  criteria  which  might  prove  suitable  f( 
one  could  be  inappropriate  in  anothe 
Other  factors  to  be  taken  into  accoui 
included  the  viability  of  pharmacies  an 
the  significance  of  dispensing  income  f< 
medical  practices.  It  was  essential  to  coi 
sider  the  effect  on  existing  facilities  pn| 
vided  by  doctors  and  pharmacists  (such  ;! 
branch  surgeries  and  OTC  sales).  If  an 
changes  seemed  reasonable  after  exam 
nation  of  all  the  relevant  factors  thei 
should  be  provision  for  these  to  be  intn 
duced  over  as  long  a  period  as  was  nece 
sary  to  avoid  inconvenience  and  hardshi 
to  patients  and  to  avoid  damaging  eith< 
the  pharmacy  or  the  medical  practice. 
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...  so  we^  moved 
to  the  country* 


Our  roots  in  Slough  go  back  to  1924 
since  which  time  business  has  developed  at  home 
and  through  60  overseas  markets. 

Now  the  need  for  space  to  further  expand 
has  taken  us  to  new  premises. 

From  a  pleasant  country  location 
we  will  continue  to  offer  our  many  friends 
the  best  possible  service. 


the 


Mentholatum 


Company 
Limited 


Longfield  Road.  Twyford.  Berkshire.  RG10  9AU 
Telephone:  Twyford  (0734)  340117  Telex:  847957 


860   Chemist  &  Druggist 


10  December  1 


Eighteen  new 
fellows  for 
the  Society 

Eighteen  pharmacists  have  been  desig- 
nated new  Fellows  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain.  They  are: 
Distinction  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
William  Stanley  Davis,  Leamington  Spa 
William  Alexander  White,  Derby 
Distinction  in  the  profession  of  pharmacy 
Robert  Anderson,  Glasgow 
David  John  William  Herbert  Bailey, 
Cardiff 

Thomas  Charteris  Black,  Indiana,  USA 

Graham  Calder,  Solihull 

William  Clark,  Forest  Row 

Francis  Geoffrey  Farrell,  Altrincham 

John  Ferguson,  Wellington,  New  Zealand 

William  John  Carsley  Hodges,  London 

Henry  Lewty,  Lancaster 

David  Hopkin  Maddock,  Cardiff 

Frederick  John  Reynolds,  Birmingham 

Thomas  Edmund  Colecraft  Sagoe,  Accra, 

Ghana 

John  Clifford  Spensley,  Gillingham 
Albert  Nee  Tackie,  Accra,  Ghana 
John  Barrie  Thompson,  Bournemouth 
Owen  Charles  Wombwell,  Essex. 

Pharmacy  motion  is  now 
the  most  popular 

The  Parliamentary  "early  day"  motion 
seeking  more  funds  for  community  phar- 
macies was  the  most  popular  motion 
standing  this  week  as  C&D  went  to  press. 
It  had  been  signed  by  139  MPs.  The  sec- 
ond most  popular  motion,  concerning  fire 
safety,  had  78  signatures. 

Mr  Laurie  Pavitt  MP  has  tabled  an 
amendment  deleting  the  words  calling  for 
the  Government  to  make  available  suf- 
ficient funds  and  replacing  them  with  a 
statement  welcoming  the  efforts  being 
made  by  the  Government  in  negotiations 
with  the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee.  The  amendment 
has  also  been  signed  by  A.  Blenkinsop, 
who  has  withdrawn  his  name  from  the 
original  motion,  N.  Atkinson,  B.  Magee 
and  R.  Kilroy-Silk,  all  Labour  MPs. 
C&D's  Parliamentary  correspondent  does 
not  attach  much  significance  to  the 
amendment. 

Belfast  pharmacy  gutted 

Andrew's  Medical  Hall,  Crumlin  Road, 
Belfast,  was  completely  gutted  last  week 
following  a  bomb  blast.  The  proprietor, 
MrT.  Kennedy,  told  C&D  thattwo  bombs 
had  been  attached  to  the  window  grille 


Andrews  Medical  Hall,  Belfast,  after  a  bomb 
blast  (photograph  courtesy  of  The 
Newsletter) 


together  with  petrol.  Nothing  in  the 
three-storey  building  had  been  saved  and 
the  Department  of  Environment  esti- 
mated replacement  costs  at  £100,000.  It 
was  possible  that  the  shell  would  have  to 
be  knocked  down  in  which  case  the  phar- 
macy would  not  be  in  operation  for  at  least 
a  year,  but  in  any  case  refitting  would  take 
a  minimum  of  six  months.  Mr  Kennedy 
has  another  pharmacy  in  the  province. 


PSNC  to  meet  Mr  Ennals  1 
again  next  week 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services  NegotiatIB 
Committee  representatives  are  to  mil 
Mr  David  Ennals,  Secretary  of  State  I 
Social  Services,  concerning  proposals  ■ 
contractors'  remuneration,  on  DecemtB 
12,  at  4  pm.  The  team  will  comprise  Mr  I 
Worby,  PSNC  chairman,  Mr  A.  J.  Smii 
chief  executive,  Mr  M.  Brining,  financB 
executive,  and  Mr  B.  Silverman,  compaB 
chemists'  representative. 

Progesterone  IUD  no 
longer  recommended 

In  view  of  a  possible  association  betwel 
the  use  of  Progestasert  intra-uterine  ccl 
traceptive  system  and  extra-uterine  prel 
nancy,  May  &  Baker  Ltd  have  decided! 
stop  recommending  the  use  of  this  devB 
pending  clarification  of  data. 

Doctors  are  being  advised  of  the  facte 
and  scientific  evidence  which  have  led 
this  decision,  but  the  company  emphasi: 
that  their  medical  advisers  are  not  aw; 
of  any  cases  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy 
UK  women  using  the  Progestasert  devit 

May  &  Baker  told  C&D  they  would  n 
presume  to  give  advice  to  doctors  wi 
patients  who  have  had  the  device  inserte 
They  will  tell  doctors,  if  asked,  that  the 
does  appear  to  be  a  risk  but  leave  tl 
decision  as  to  removal  to  the  doctor. 


Good  year  for  Nl  health  centre  pharmacy 


Turnover  of  the  pharmacy  at  Brownlow 
health  centre,  Craigavon  had  increased  by 
more  than  a  third  and  further  increases  in 
sales  and  prescription  numbers  were 
expected  in  the  coming  years,  Professor 
D' Arcy,  chairman  told  the  annual  meeting 
of  Northern  Pharmacies  Ltd,  last  week. 
He  described  the  year  ended  March  31  as 
quite  successful. 

Sales  had  risen  from  £72,072  in  the  year 
ended  March  31,  1976,  to  £97,588  for 
1977.  Gross  profit  was  £26,901  (£21,236 
in  1976).  However,  working  expenses  had 
risen  from  £14,550  to  £22,518  (mainly 
from  salaries)  leaving  a  net  profit  of 
£4,288,  compared  with  £6,650  for  1976. 

Professor  D'Arcy  said  accurate  figures 
for  the  population  of  Craigavon  were  not 
available  but  it  was  thought  to  be  about 
11,000.  Previously  there  had  been  a  con- 
tinuous movement  but  that  had  now 
greatly  reduced.  Many  new  residents  were 
remaining  on  previous  doctors'  lists  but 
the  directors  expected  a  large  proportion 
to  transfer  to  the  health  centre  in  time. 
They  were  therefore  confident  that  over- 
the-counter  sales  and  prescription  num- 
bers would  continue  to  increase  for  the 
next  few  years.  The  prescriptions  dis- 
pensed rose  by  under  10  per  cent  over  the 
previous  year  but  their  value  increased  by 
over  35  per  cent.  The  pharmacy  would 
also  benefit  from  other  traders  opening  in 
the  shopping  centre,  he  added. 


Every  effort  during  the  year  to  have 
trust  deed  executed  and  approved  by  tl 
Inland  Revenue  had  proved  unsuccessfi 
However,  Professor  D'Arcy  thought  tl 
deed  should  be  approved  in  time  for 
payment  into  the  trust  fund  during  197' 
78.  A  deed  of  covenant  had  been  signe 
by  the  directors  to  pay  £3,000  annual 
into  the  fund  and  that  would  reduce  tl 
company's  corporation  tax  liability.  Tl 
objects  of  the  trust  deed  would  incluc 
education  and  benevolence. 

Mr  J.  K.  McGregor  was  re-elected 
director  for  a  further  three  years.  Th 
other  retiring  director,  Mr  D.  J.  Morrisoi 
had  offered  his  resignation  upon  joinin 
the  Department  of  Health.  It  was  agree 
to  record  appreciation  of  Mr  Morrison 
services. 

Approval  was  given  to  the  directors  fc 
a  payment  not  exceeding  £2,000  to  th 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ire 
land  for  secretarial  and  other  facilitie 
provided.  Mr  O'Rourke  explained  tha 
the  payment  was  intended  to  include  wori 
undertaken  on  the  company's  behalf  b 
the  Society's  office  staff. 

Messrs  Cleaver,  Fulton  and  Rankii 
were  re-appointed  solicitors  and  Messr 
Muir  &  Addy,  accountants. 

Professor  D'Arcy  thanked  Mr  Speers 
the  superintendent  pharmacist.  He  alsc 
thanked  his  fellow  directors  for  their  sup 
port  throughout  the  year. 
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)HSS  chief  appointed 

Dr  B.  A.  Wills,  BPharm,  PhD,  FPS,  FRIC 
las  been  appointed  chief  pharmacist  at 
the  Department  of  Health,  from  April  1, 
1978,  following  the  retirement  of  Dr  T.  D. 
Whittet,  CBE.  Dr  Wills  qualified  at  the 
school  of  pharmacy,  Nottingham  Uni- 
versity in  1951  and  took  a  PhD  in  phar- 
maceutics at  London  in  1955.  Following  a 
period  as  a  lecturer  he  joined  the  phar- 
maceutical industry.  He  is  at  present  head 
of  quality  control  at  Allen  &  Hanbury's 
Ltd.  Dr  Wills  is  a  member  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  Commission  and  chair- 
man, committee  on  medicinal  chemicals. 
Mr  Ian  Jesnick,  who  joined  the  Wellcome 
Foundation  as  press  officer  last  June,  is 
the  1977  winner  of  the  Daniel  J.  Edelman 
award  for  the  best  performance  in  the 
CAM  public  relations  diploma  by  a  stu- 
dent at  the  College  for  the  Distributive 
Trades. 

Professor  A.  J.  Buller,  BRD,  BSc,  MB, 
FRCP,  has  been  appointed  as  chief  sci- 
entist to  the  Department  of  Health  with 
effect  from  January  3.  Professor  Buller  is 
professor  of  physiology  and  dean  of  the 
faculty  of  medicine,  Bristol  University, 
and  will  be  seconded  on  a  part-time  basis 
initially.  Sir  Douglas  Black  has  relin- 
quished the  post  on  being  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

Deaths 

Boyle:  Suddenly  on  November  16,  Mr 
John  Leo  Boyle,  MPSNI,  at  the  age  of  41. 
Mr  Boyle  qualified  in  1963  and  estab- 
lished a  business  at  5  Ladybrook  Park, 
Belfast,  about  ten  years  ago.  He  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Mr  M.  C.  Mooney, 
MPSNI. 

Wilkinson:  Suddenly  on  November  29, 
Professor  John  Henry  Wilkinson  CBE, 
PhD,  DSc,  FPS,  Byard  Greston  Lane, 
Effingham,  Surrey.  Professor  Wilkinson 
was  professor  of  chemical  pathology. 
Charing  Cross  Hospital  medical  school, 
London  University,  having  taken  up  the 
appointment  in  1968  after  three  years  in 
the  chair  of  clinical  chemistry  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  USA.  Professor 
Wilkinson  began  his  career  in  pharmacy, 
serving  his  apprenticeship  with  Joseph 
Cowper  and  Sons,  Penrith,  Cumberland, 
and  qualifying  in  London  in  1937.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  1939-45  war  he  worked 
in  a  London  hospital  pharmacy  before 
being  directed  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
into  research  work  with  May  &  Baker  Ltd, 
Dagenham,  where  he  became  head  of 
process  research.  Just  before  gaining  his 
PhD  in  1947  he  joined  the  Westminster 
medical  school  where  a  newly  formed 
department  of  chemical  pathology  had 
been  opened.  Professor  Wilkinson 
received  his  CBE  in  the  Queen's  Jubilee 
and  Birthday  Honours  earlier  this  year. 
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Changed  world 

I  read  (p766)  the  account  of  the  group  medical  practice  which  adopted  its  own  methods 
of  cutting  down  the  number  of  consultations  and  in  so  doing  took  no  steps  to  collaborate 
with  the  pharmacists  of  the  area.  It  seems  that  the  omission  has  been  recognised  by  the 
doctors  concerned  and  that  they  regret  not  having  notified  their  change  of  policy. 

According  to  the  report  you  quote  from  the  British  Medical  Journal,  the  first  line  of 
action  was  to  stop  accepting  requests  for  "repeat"  prescriptions  at  the  reception  desk 
for  what  were  described  as  "new  episodes  of  previously  treated  minor  illness,  such  as 
coughs,  diarrhoea  and  headaches".  A  notice  was  displayed  in  the  waiting-room  stating 
that  patients  were  expected  to  purchase  patent  medicines  for  these  complaints  from 
their  chemist.  I  must  say  I  found  such  advocacy  of  the  patent  medicine  a  little  surprising 
coming  from  such  a  source,  for  it  amounts  to  a  medical  recommendation  for 
self-diagnosis,  on  which  the  patent  medicine  thrives. 

Second  line  of  action  by  the  practice  was  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the 
patient,  saying  at  the  same  time  "from  what  you  tell  me  I  don't  think  I'll  find  anything." 
But  surely  such  an  examination  should  have  been  made  much  earlier  in  the  history, 
before  the  habit  of  repeating  prescriptions  was  formed?  The  doctors  say  they  have  now 
found  that  subsequent  consultations  for  the  same  complaint  were  felt  to  be 
unnecessary  by  the  patient. 

It  might  be  pertinent  to  inquire  how  much  the  "medicine  habit",  as  successive 
Ministers  of  Health  have  stigmatised  it,  stems  from  the  days — not  so  long  since— when 
a  fee  covered  consultation  and  a  bottle,  and  patients  were  not  discouraged  from 
seeking  repeats  of  the  bottle,  without  the  need  for  seeing  the  doctor  again.  Habits  of 
long  standing  are  difficult  to  break. 

Another  factor  which  may  have  some  bearing  on  the  situation  is  the  growth  of  quite 
large  group  practices,  large  enough  in  some  instances  to  constitute  a  monopoly 
situation,  very  different  from  that  of  individual  practices  in  which,  if  the  patient  was  not 
satisfied,  he  had  an  alternative  round  the  corner  or  across  the  street.  I  cannot  help 
feeling  that  the  action  now  being  taken  is,  to  some  extent,  a  confession  of  previous 
inadequacy. 

Talk  of  including  pharmacists  more  actively  in  the  primary  health  care  team  has  a 
hollow  ring. 

A  team  effort? 

How  far  is  the  pharmacist  actively  involved  in  the  primary  care  team?  Is  it,  in  fact,  a 
team?  Or  are  there  separate  and  distinct  compartments?  It  must  always  be  difficult  to 
speak  of  a  "team"  unless  all  health  workers  operate  under  the  same  roof.  There  is 
co-operation  when  the  occasion  arises.  But  that  is  not  quite  the  same  thing.  Even  the 
health  team  amongst  doctors  is  something  of  an  innovation.  Until  comparatively 
recently  there  were  large  numbers  of  single-handed  practices  and  doctors  prided 
themselves  on  their  complete  independence,  but  they  began  to  see  advantages  in 
working  together  under  one  roof.  It  must  have  made  a  difference  to  home-life  to  be  free 
of  a  never-ending  stream  of  patients  in  the  house. 

A  test 

The  front  full-page  advertisement  in  last  week's  issue  reminded  me  of  one  of  those 
breathless  moments  which  come  to  us  all  at  some  time  in  pharmacy.  The  illustration  is 
of  Dryopteris  Filix-mas  and  reminds  us  that  the  dried  rhizome  is  used  for  the  extraction 
of  a  thick  greenish-brown  liquid  extract. 

My  first  engagement  on  qualifying  produced  a  prescription  for  an  emulsion  of  male 
fern — always  something  of  a  hazard,  but  more  so  on  that  particular  morning  when  I  was 
informed  that  there  was  only  enough  of  the  extract  to  make  the  mixture;  that  the  patient 
was  a  bargee  leaving  in  half-an-hour,  and  there  was  no  second  bite  at  the  cherry.  But 
the  luck  which  attended  me  in  the  examination-rooms  the  previous  day  held,  and  I  feel 
sure  that  the  tapeworm  must  have  appreciated  the  smooth,  velvety  preparation  almost 
as  much  as  I  did. 
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New 
products 


Haircare 

Bristow's  anti-dandruff 

Beecham  Proprietaries  have  introduced 
Bristow's  anti-dandruff  shampoo  con- 
taining zinc  amodine  which  they  say  is  the 
"most  effective  known  dandruff-clearing 
agent".  Trial  offer  packs  are  available.  In 
addition  the  company  has  repriced  the 
whole  Bristow's  range  of  shampoos  and 
hair  sprays  in  special  price  flashed  packs: 
the  120g  hairspray  £0.31,  200g  hairspray 
£0.44,  80ml  shampoo  £0.22  and  the 
130ml  shampoo  £0.32  (Beecham  Prop- 
rietaries, Beecham  House,  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex). 


Sundries 

Fly-tox  slow  release 

Airwick  (UK)  Ltd  have  added  Fly-tox 
System  1  (£0.69)  to  their  range.  It  pro- 
vides, they  say,  a  neat,  unobtrusive  reclos- 
able  fly-killing  unit  designed  for  rooms  up 
to  750  cu  ft.  The  evaporator  unit  is  said  to 
give  up  to  four  months  protection  in  small 
rooms  and  will  last  even  longer  if  re-closed 
when  not  required.  The  products  are 
packed  12  to  a  shrink  wrapped  outer  case 
(Airwick  (UK)  Ltd,  Manchester  Old 
Road,  Middleton,  Manchester). 

Trafalgar  stop  watch 

The  Trafalgar  Watch  Co  has  introduced  a 
six  function  LCD  watch  (£18-£20)  which 
includes  a  stop  watch  facility,  plus  back- 
light. Up  to  now,  says  the  company,  the 
incorporation  of  a  stop-watch  facility  has 
only  been  possible  in  10  function  chrono- 
graph watches  and  at  much  higher  prices. 
Thus  this  new  watch,  Brain  of  Britain 
mark  2,  is  heralded  as  the  second  break- 
through by  this  company.  Trafalgar  also 
pioneered  the  Betalight  watch  (Trafalgar 
Watch  Co,  Trafalgar  House,  Grenville 
Place,  Hale  Lane.  London  NW7). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Charlie  bath  products 

Revlon  have  added  two  products  to  their 
Charlie  fragrance  range.  Foaming  bath 
and  shower  gelee  (£1.95)  contains  a 
creamy  cleanser  and  is  presented  in  a 
"Charlie  blue"  tube.  The  perfumed  dust- 
ing powder  (£3.95)  is  also  presented  in  a 
blue  container  with  a  clear  lid  and  own 
puff.  These  products  join  Charlie  Body 
Silk  and  Splash  Cologne  and,  for  a  limited 
period  only,  Charlie  talc  will  be  available 
in  a  novelty  "sugar  shaker"  can  (£2.45) 
(Revlon,  80  Brook  Street,  London  Wl). 


Clinique' s  aromatic  elixir 
Clinique  have  introduced  aromatic  elixir 
(£4.75  and  £11.50)  as  "an  entirely  new 
kind  of  fragance  experience".  The  com- 
pany says  that  for  consistent  effect  one 
rich  spraying  daily  is  plenty.  "Aromatic 
elixir  comes  in  one  strength  only  in  an 
amber  glass  bottle  capped  in  a  bronzed 
metal  (Clinique  Laboratories  Ltd,  54 
Grosvenor  Street,  London  Wl). 

Orien  nail  buffers 

Gosforth  Import  &  Export  Co  have 
brought  Orien  nail  buffing  kits  to  this 
country  from  the  United  States.  The  kits 
consist  of  three  buffing  pads  which 
remove  stains  and  ridges,  and  shine.  They 
are  said  to  perform  the  same  function  as 
buffing  creams,  but  "to  a  higher  degree 
and  with  far  less  abrasion".  The  kits 
(£0.69)  are  normally  supplied  in  boxes  of> 
8  dozen  or  20  dozen  pieces.  Discounts  are 
available  (Gosforth  Import  &  Export  Co, 
24  Lansdowne  Terrace,  Gosforth,  New- 
castle upon  Tyne  NE3  1HP). 

Prescription  Specialities 

MIACALCIC  injection 

Manufacturer  Sandoz  Products  Ltd,  PO 
Box  Horsforth  No  4,  Calverley  Lane, 
Horsforth,  Leeds. 

Description  Ampoules  containing  100  iu 
of  salcatonin  (synthetic  salmon  calcitonin) 
in  1ml 

Indications  Paget's  disease  (osteitis 
deformans),  hypercalcaemia  associated 
with  malignancies  or  primary  hyper- 
parathyroidism 

Dosage  Pagets'  disease — lml  daily  by 
subcutaneous  or  intramuscular  injection. 
After  improvement  dose  may  be  reduced 
to  0.5ml  daily.  Dose  may  be  increased  to 
2ml  daily.  Hypercalcaemia — 0.05  to 
0.1ml  per  kg  body- weight  daily  by 
intramuscular  injection  in  2  to  4  doses 
Precautions  Prolonged  treatment  of  bed- 
ridden patients  must  be  accompanied  by 
regular  checks  on  urinary  sediment  for 
presence  of  casts.  Effect  on  foetus 
unknown.  In  patients  with  a  history  of 
allergic  reactions  a  skin  sensitivity  test  is 
advisable.  Miacalcic  should  not  be  given 
to  children  for  more  than  a  few  weeks 
unless  physician  considers  it  necessary. 
Surveillance  of  bone  growth  recom- 
mended 
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Side  effects  Nausea,  vomiting,  anore 
general  malaise.  Occasionally  irritatior 
injection  site,  pruritis,  flushing,  headac 
and  diarrhoea  have  occurred.  Usu 
dose   dependent   and   transient.  Ar| 
emetics  may  be  used  if  necessary  dur 
treatment 
Storage  At  5°C 

Packs  Five  ampoules  (£17.75  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  S4B 
Issued  December  1977 


Hopeful  forecast  for 
cosmetics  and  toiletries 

The  personal  care  market  in  the  UK  i: 
the  threshold  of  a  period  of  real  growt 
consumer  expenditure  on  cosmetics 
toiletries.  European  Forecasts  predict  t| 
this  boom  might  be  triggered  off  soo 
and  prove  greater  than  expected  if  sterl| 
appreciates   considerably,  because 
reduction   in   import   prices  will 
through  to  retail  prices  within  threej 
nine  months  and  could  lead  to  an  e 
lower  inflation  rate  than  is  currently  a 
cipated. 

These  conclusions  are  set  out  in  the 
est  UK  report  from  European  Forea 
provided  by  SIPSA  (Societe  Anonyn 
14  Chemin  Rieu,  Case  Postale  135,  11 
Geneva  17,  Switzerland,  which  focuses| 
this  "imminent  turnaround  expected 
the  presently  depressed  UK  market".  II 
last  five  year  period  (1971-1976)  \ 
characterised  first  by  very  rapid  r| 
growth   in   consumer   expenditure  ll 
ended  with  a  steady  overall  decline  in  il 
mid  1970s.  The  study  forsees  sustairB 
real  growth  of  consumer  expenditure  I 
toiletries  and  cosmetics  in  the  late  197B 
with  a  possible  deceleration  in  the  19W 
as  a  result  of  an  increase  in  VAT  level 

The  key  assumptions  underlying  tl 
forecast  are  summarised  by  the  compal 
as  follows;  since  usership  levels  have  rl 
declined  in  the  1970s  consumption  I 
many  product  categories  appears  to  bel 
artifically  low  levels;  the  populatil 
structure  is  changing  and  through  tl 
early  1980s  the  age  groups  that  are  tl 
heaviest  users  of  cosmetics  and  toilerl 
will  increase  both  in  real  terms  and  am 
percentage  of  the  total  population;  tl 
Henley  Centre  for  Forecasting  is  expeiF 
ing  that  real  growth  in  consumer  expe 
diture  will  primarily  benefit  expenditu 
on  non-essentials. 

The  turnaround  is  not  expected,  ho 
ever,  until  the  second  quarter  of  1978 
the  trends  which  persisted  through  tl 
first  nine  months  of  1977  were  a  co 
tinuation  of  those  which  develop* 
through  the  mid-1970s.  Finally  the  stu< 
recommends  that  over  the  next  ft 
months  marketing  tactics  should  contin 
to  be  geared  to  a  scenario  of  low  spendin 
but  companies  should  be  planning  f 
expansion,  if  they  are  not  already  doii 
so.  Further  details  of  this  report  are  ava 
able  from  Monsieur  Spiro  A.  Coutarelli 
the  above  address. 
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When  eating  is  a  misery,  cold  sores  or  mouth  ulcers  are 
often  the  culprits.  Bonjela  is  the  ideal  treatmentfor  mouth  soreness. 

It  contains  Choline  Salic/late  a  powerful,  fast  acting  analgesic 
thatsoothes  away  pain.  It  also  contains  Cetalkonium  Chloride  a 
wide  spectrum  antiseptic.  As  well  as  reducing  any  secondary 
infection,  Cetalknoium  Chloride  lowers  surface  tension 
allowingthe  analgesic  quicker  access  to  the  painful  mucosa. 

In  most  cases,  Bonjela  soothes  away  pain  in  1  -3 
minutes  and  the  relief  lasts  for 
up  to  3  hours. 

That's  why  we  call  it  'J'J^q 

3-minule 


smile 


0 Further  information  is  available  from  :  Lloyds  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd., 
A  member  of  Reckitt  &  Colman  Pharmaceutical  Division,  Hull. 


Product  Licence  No  0107  5002 
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'Tailored'  promotions  still 
high  in  chemists  goods 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  independent 
chemists'  trade  has  taken  a  hammering  in 
the  matter  of  "tailored"  promotions 
occurring  in  the  supermarket  chains' 
health  and  beauty  departments  (including 
Boots  and  Woolworths). 

While  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
general  slackening  in  the  pace  of  these 
speciaily  arranged  deals  between  the 
manufacturers  and  the  supermarkets, 
there  seems  to  have  been  little  or  none  in 
the  health  and  beauty  products  sector. 

For  example,  in  August  there  were  67 
tailored  promotions  for  the  categories  of 
toiletries,  cosmetics,  and  hair  pre- 
parations and  shampoos,  out  of  a  total  of 
189  across  the  full  product  range  meas- 
ured monthly  by  MS  Surveys  &  Prom- 
otional Services. 

By  the  end  of  October,  the  total  had 
declined  to  85  (34  per  cent  down  on  Sep- 
tember), yet  for  the  three  health  and 
beauty  categories  the  total  was  as  high  as 
41 — toiletries  21,  hair  preparations  and 
shampoos  20. 

Promotions  in  the  chemist  group  of 
products  for  October  were: 


that  the  supermarket  group  "was  right  in 
assuming  that  in  lean  times,  customers  are 
more  interested  in  price  cutting  than  trad- 
ing stamps". 

There  is  now  speculation  about  the 
length  of  time  Tesco  can  keep  up  the  pres- 
sure on  prices — which  is  another  way  of 
asking  how  long  can  they  maintain  the 
heavy  programme  of  tailored  promotions. 

Only  two  increases 

Down  to  the  end  of  October  only  two 
types  of  open-to-all  promotions  have 
increased  compared  with  the  same  period 
in  1976: 


Reduced  price  offer 

Self  liquidator 

Give  away 

Contest 

Coupon 

Free  mail  in 

Multi-pack 


%  difference 
-19 
+  1 

-3 
-12 
-28 
-6 
+  7 


The  cutting  of  prices  is  almost  certainly 
going  to  be  the  main  sales-gaining  gambit 
for  all  types  of  manufacturers  in  1978. 


Promotions  open 

Tailoreds 

to  all  outlets 

Brands 

Own  labels 

Baby  foods 

5 

7 

Toiletries 

156 

20 

1 

Cosmetics 

17 

Hair  preparations  and  shampoos 

25 

20 

All  medicinal  products 

2 

205 

47 

1 

Taking  the  full  range  of  open-to-all 
promotions  together  there  were  1,017 
running  in  the  shops  during  October,  rep- 
resenting a  four  per  cent  increase  over 
September.  By  coincidence  it  was  just  that 
percentage  below  the  number  for  October 
1 976.  Taking  the  combined  ten  months  of 
the  year  and  setting  the  figure  against  that 
for  the  same  period  of  1976,  promotions 
on  the  open-to-all  basis  are  14  per  cent 
down.  There  is  now  virtually  no  chance  at 
all  that  the  full  1977  promotional  per- 
formance will  resemble  last  year's 

Price  cutting  more  popular 

But  "tailored"  promotions  will  be  a  dif- 
ferent story.  They  will  be  well  in  advance 
and,  as  C&D  has  consistently  reported 
since  the  June  figures  were  available,  their 
upsurge  dates  from  the  dropping  of  Green 
Shield  stamps  by  Tesco.  That  step  caused 
Tesco's  sales  to  boom  by  40  per  cent  and 
the  verdict  of  the  Financial  Times  has  been 


Books 

Tax  for  Shopkeepers 

David  Williams.  Oyez  Publishing  Ltd, 
Norwich  House,  1 1  Norwich  Street,  Lon- 
don EC4.  9x6  in.  Pp  135.  £3.95. 
The  author  is  a  solicitor  and  Associate  of 
the  Institute  of  Taxation.  The  aim  of  the 
book  is  to  show  the  retailer  how  to  deal 
practically  with  tax  problems  by  worked 
examples  and  indicating  pitfalls  to  avoid. 

Dismissals 

Bowes  Egan.  New  Commercial  Publ- 
ishing Co  Ltd,  4  St  John's  Terrace,  Lon- 
don W10.  11x8  in.  Pp383.  £12.50. 
The  author  is  an  expert  in  employment 
law  and  the  book  incorporates  the  Ency- 
clopaedia of  Dismissals  Rules  and  Prac- 
tice. The  nine  opening  chapters  describe 
the  law  in  outline  and  the  second 
part — the  encyclopaedia — identifies  the 
detailed  statute  law,  the  codes  and  some 
case  histories. 
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Christmas  holiday 
closings 

Dendron  Lid,  94  Rickmansworth  Road 
Watford,  Herts  WD1  7JJ.  From  5  pri 
Thursday,  December  22,  until  9  am  Wed 
nesday,  January  4. 

Fisons  Ltd,  pharmaceutical  division 
Derby  Road,  Loughborough,  Leices 
tershire  LE11  0BB.  From  noon  Friday 
December  23  until  9  am  Monday,  Januar 
2.  Emergency  services  Loughboroug 
63113. 

Kirby  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Mildenhall 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Suffolk  IP28  7 AX 
From  1  pm  Friday,  December  23,  until  (, 
am  Tuesday,  January  3. 
May  &  Baker  Ltd,  Essex  House,  15  Sta 
tion  Road,  Upminster,  Essex  RM14  2JT 
From  noon  Friday,  December  23,  to  9  an 
Wednesday,  December  28.  Also  closec 
Monday,  January  2. 

MCP  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Grange  Road 
Houston  Industrial  Estate,  Livingston 
West  Lothian,  Scotland.  From  2  pm  Fri 
day,  December  23,  until  9  am  Wednesday 
January  4. 

E.  Merck  Ltd,  Four  Marks,  Alton,  Hants 
GU34  5HG,  from  close  of  busines 
December  22  until  December  28.  Als< 
closed  on  January  2. 

Paines  &  Byrne  Ltd,  Pabyri 
Laboratories,  177  Bilton  Road,  Perivale 
Greenford,  Middlesex  UB6  7HG.  From 
pm  Thursday,  December  22,  until  9  an 
January  4.  Skeleton  staff  will  hand! 
emergency  orders  between  9  am  and  nooi 
on  December  23,  28,  29,  30  and  also  o 
January  3. 
Pharmax  Ltd,  Bourne  Road,  Bexley,  Kei 
DA5  1NX.  From  Friday,  December  2'. 
until  Tuesday,  January  3. 

Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd,  Stepfield,  Witharrj 
Essex  CM8  3 AG.  From  close  of  busines 
Friday,  December  23,  until  Tuesdav 
January  3. 

Riker  Laboratories,  1  Morley  Street 
Loughborough,  Leicestershire  LElj 
1EP.  From  noon  Friday,  December  23 
until  9  am  Monday,  January  2.  Emergenc 
requirements  Loughborough  (05091 
68181. 

Roche  Products  Ltd,  PO  Box  8,  Welwyn 
Garden  City,  Herts  AL7  3A Y.  From  1  pn 
Friday,  December  23,  until  9  pm  Wedj' 
nesday,  December  28;  also  closed  Mon| 
day,  January  2. 

Stiefel  Laboratories  (UK)  Ltd,  10  Well 

croft  Road,  Slough  SL1  4AQ,  from  3  pri 
December  23  until  8.45  am  January  2.  I 
Upjohn  Ltd,  Fleming  Way,  Crawley,  Wesi^l 
Sussex  RH10  2NJ.  From  12.30  pm  Frif 
day,  December  23,  until  9  am,  Wednesda;. 
December  28.* 

Warner  Lambert  companies,  Eastleigh  I 
Hants  S05  3ZO.  From  noon  Friday  ! 
December  23  to  Tuesday,  January  3. 
*  Urgent  supplies  from  John,  Bell  &  Croy- ' 
den,  51  Wigmore  Street,  London  Wlj 
(telephone  01-935  5555). 
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An  important  announcement  from 


LABORATORIES 

From  November  1977 we  hove  appointed 

De  Witt  International  Limited 

Seymour  Rood,  London  E10  7LX. 

our  SELLING  AGENTS  AND  DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM 
(excluding  N.  Ireland). 


r 


Please  ask  your  representative  to  call 

to  give  details  of  your  1978  Bonuses  and  Terms 


Name: 


Address: 


De  Witt  International  Limited 
Seymour  Road,  London  E10  7LX. 
Tel.  01-539  3334.  Telex  897816 


Q  UININE IQ  U INI  DINE 

QUININE  HYDROCHLORIDE 
Q  UININE  S  ULPHA  TE 
QUININE  B I  SULPHATE 
©  QU IN  I  DINE  SULPHATE 

Manufactured  to  BP1973  Purity  Standard  in  the  U.K. 
Phone  (04427)  5221  or  write  to  David  Nelson  at 

LAKE  &  CRUICKSHANK  LTD. 

North  Bridge  Road,  Berkhamsted,  Herts  HP4  1EP 
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Perfectly  placed 
to  sell  for  you. 

Lewis  Woolf  advertising  will  be  seen  in  all  the  right  places 
in  1976.  Nursing  Times,  Nursing  Mirror,  Mother,  Mother  &  Baby, 
Midwife  &  Health  Visitor,  Health  Visitor,  You  &  Your  Baby,  Parents. 
And  the  message  will  come  across  loud  and  clear  that  Lewis  Woolf 
products  are  better  designed,  better  made  and  represent  better 
value  for  money.  You  only  have  to  see  them.  Strong,  safe,  hygienic 
Freflo  bottles  and  teats.  Griptight  Flexi-ring,  the  soothers  that 
conform  to  British  Standards.  And  super,  strong  and  absorbent 

Sof'down  disposable  nappies  and  tie  pants. 
Obvious  profit  makers. 
Stock  up  soon  to  meet  the  demand. 


LewisWoolf  Griptight. 

THE  SAFEST  PROFIT  YOU'VE  EVER  MADE 

Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  Limited,  144  Oakfield  Road,  Selly  Oak,  Birmingham  B29  7EE.Telephone:  021-4724211 
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Ambre  Solaire  with 
new  sunscreen 

L'Oreal  (Golden  Ltd)  will  be  relaunching 
the  Ambre  Solaire  range  in  1978.  The 
products  will  contain  a  filter,  a  derivative 
of  benzylidene  camphor,  which  will  bring 
"a  highly  significant  technical  innovation 
in  suntanning".  Traditional  suntan  pro- 
ducts allow  some  of  the  UVA  rays  through 
to  the  skin  but  stop  UVB  rays  from  penet- 
rating and  the  factor  number  now  used  on 
most  suntan  products  denotes  the  length 
of  time  that  the  UVB  rays  can  be  halted  in 
this  way.  However  some  exposure  to  the 
UVB  rays  is  essential  for  the  skin  cells  to 
produce  melanin.  This  UVB  exposure 
usually  happens  when  classical  sun  tan 
products  cease  to  function  so  that  the  skin 
may  burn  before  it  can  tan.  The  new 
Ambre  Solaire  formulation  differs  by 
permitting  a  high  proportion  of  UVA  rays 
to  reach  the  skin  thereby  utilising  the 
body's  natural  defence  mechanism  to  pro- 
vide both  superficial  protection  and  "tan- 
ning" and  it  allows  the  UVB  rays  to  reach 
the  skin  in  controlled  amounts  so  that 
exposure  is  gradual,  minimising  the  risk  of 
burning.  The  products,  with  the  exception 
of  the  oil  and  Duotan,  also  have  a  refor- 
mulated base.  The  bottle  and  tube  designs 
remain  the  same  but  the  pack  colour 
scheme  and  graphics  have  been  revised. 

L'Oreal  (Golden  Ltd),  18  Bruton 
Street,  London  W1A  1BX,  will  be  back- 
ing the  relaunched  products  with 
£450,000  of  advertising  which  they  say 
triples  their  expenditure  in  1977  and  is 
about  half  the  total  market  expenditure  of 
that  year.  Retail  selling  prices  will  range 
from  £1.05  to  £2.00. 

Acriflex  marketing 

Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd,  Bethnal  Green, 
London  E2  6LA,  are  transferring  the 
marketing  of  Acriflex  to  Farley  Health 
Products  Ltd,  Torr  Lane,  Plymouth, 
Devon  PL3  5AU.  Allen  &  Hanburys  say 
that  this  will  enable  them  to  devote  more 
resources  to  the  development  and  mar- 
keting of  their  growing  range  of  "ethical" 
pharmaceutical  products. 

Healthcrafts  identity 

Booker  Health  Foods  Ltd,  a  subsidiary  of 
Booker  McConnell,  Beaver  House,  York 
Close,  Byfleet,  Surrey,  have  repackaged 
their  range  of  products  and  are  creating  a 
corporate  identity  for  Healthcrafts,  their 
brand  of  vitamin  and  mineral  sup- 
plements. They  say  that  this  is  mainly 
because  they  are  now  moving  into  the 
chemist  trade  for  the  first  time  in  any  sig- 
nificant way.  There  are  about  90  products 
in  this  range  which  were  in  widely  var- 
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ying  pack  styles.  One  of  the  most  impor- 
tant factors  of  the  update  therefore  was 
the  introduction  of  a  brand  logo  that 
would  be  instantly  recognisable  as  Heal- 
thcrafts. Strong  colour  coding  is  used  to 
enhance  the  communication  of  the  pack 
types.  The  ingredients  are  clearly  set  out 
and  the  purpose  of  the  contents  simply 
illustrated.  Conran  Associates,  who 
developed  the  new  packaging,  are  also 
extending  the  corporate  identity  in  pro- 
duct literature  and  point  of  sale. 

Macdonald's  repackaged 

The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Ravens 
Land,  Berkhamsted,  Herts,  have  repac- 
kaged Macdonald's  cotton  wool  in  packs 
which  they  believe  will  have  greater  con- 
sumer appeal.  The  new  design  incor- 
porates new  closures  for  the  Pleats  which 
are  said  to  allow  easier  access  and  reclos- 
ing.  The  Rolls  range,  super  economy, 
economy,  popular  and  handy  are  less 
tightly  wound  so  that  consumers  can  use 
the  cotton  wool  more  easily. 

Hogs  Back  Build-up 

Carnation  Foods  Co  Ltd,  1 1  High  Road, 
London  N2  8AW,  are  sponsoring  this 
years  Hogs  Back  race  with  Build-up.  The 
race  takes  place  on  December  17  and  is 
open  to  all  amateur  male  athletes  over  18, 
and  to  female  amateurs  over  16.  Ittakes  in 
ten  miles  of  an  S-shape  course,  including 
two  steep  hills.  This  is  the  first  time  the 
company  has  stepped  into  the  sponsorship 
ring  with  Build-up  which  they  feel  is  ideal 
for  athletes  wanting  to  build-up  protein 
without  bulk. 

Recommended  prices  stopped 

Sperry  Remington  Consumer  Products, 
Apex  Tower,  7  High  Street,  New  Maiden, 
Surrey  KT3  4DL,  have  stopped  quoting 
recommended  retail  prices  for  their  range 
of  shaving  and  hair  care  products.  The 
company  says  this  policy  change  is  in  line 
with  the  growing  trend  among  electrical 
appliance  manufacturers  and  the  Price 
Commission's  views  that  recommended 
retail  prices  confuse  the  public.  A  new  list 
of  buying  prices  is  being  issued  on  which 
wholesalers  and  retailers  will  be  able  to 
determine  their  required  mark-up. 

Tudor  Christmas  promotions 

Tudor  Processing  Ltd.  30  Oxgate  Lane 
Industrial  Estate,  London  NW2  7HU,  are 
again  featuring  their  dealers  prominently 
in  a  pre-Christmas  campaign  in  over  40 
regional  newspapers  including  the  Lon- 


don Evening  News  for  dealers  in  the  City 
and  the  West  End.  Other  publications  will 
cover  all  Tudor  trading  areas  from  Bristol 
to  Manchester  and  Leeds  to  Brighton. 
Dealer  names  will  be  featured  alongside 
information  of  the  "buy  the  film,  get  the 
book  free"  promotion.  The  dealers  will 
also  be  supported  by  the  advertisements 
on  local  radio. 

Retail  security  conferences 

Benn  Business  Promotions  Ltd  are 
organising  two  conferences  on  retail  sec- 
urity early  next  year.  The  first  is  aimed  at 
retail  managers  and  proprietors  and  is  to 
discuss  theft  by  customers  and  employees, 
physical  security  and  relevant  legislation. 
In  association  will  be  a  "store  detectives' 
day"  comprising  practical  demonstrations 
in  methods  of  apprehension  and  deter- 
rence, dealing  with  the  public  and  legal 
proceedings.  Benn  Business  Promotions 
Ltd  is  a  member  of  the  Benn  Group,  pub- 
lishers of  C&D. 

on  TV 

next  week 

Ln— London.  M — IWulands,  Lc— Lancashire. 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc— Scotland:  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So— South;  NE— North-east;  A— Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward:  B— Border; 
G — Grampian,  E— Eireann  CI— Channel  Island 

Band-aid:  All  except  B,  E 

Beecham's  Powders  Hot  Lemon:  All 

except  M,  So,  E 

Blue  Stratos:  All  areas 

Denim:  All  areas 

Fevertester:  Ln 

Imperial  Leather  foam  bath:  All  except 

U,  G,  E,  CI 

L'air  du  temps:  Sc 

Night  Nurse:  All  except  E 

Philips  Ladyshave:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  WW.  So, 

A 

Philishave:  All  areas 

Polaroid  model  1000  and  Instant  10:  All 

except  E 

Old  Spice:  All  areas 
Remington  M3  shaver:  All  areas 
Stowaway:  All  except  WW,  U.  We,  B,  E, 
CI 

Smitty:  All  areas 
Vitarich:  Lc 

Wright's  soaps:  All  except  U,  E 
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Complaint  that  Boots'  diary 
may  infringe  Society's  code 


A  member's  complaint  that  an  entry  in  the 
1977  Boots'  scribbling  diary  appeared  to 
infringe  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
code  on  advertising,  resulted  in  a  hearing 
before  the  Statutory  Committee  last 
week.  The  member  also  complained  that  a 
device  resembling  the  Society's  coat  of 
arms  and  related  "insignia"  was  in  use 
over  the  shop  front  of  a  Boots  pharmacy  in 
the  market  place  at  Swaffham,  Norfolk. 
The  Committee  reserved  its  decision, 
which  would  be  given  in  public  at  the 
Committee's  next  session  in  February. 

Under  the  heading,  "Boots  the  Chem- 
ists", the  diary  item  pointed  out  that  Boots 
were  "always  open  day  and  night"  at  Pic- 
cadilly Circus,  London,  and  offered  "an 
extended  hours  service"  in  most  big  cities 
for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  surgical 
requisites.  It  also  mentioned  that  details  of 
branches  could  usually  be  found  in  local 
telephone  directories,  and  made  provision 
for  the  recording  of  the  telephone  num- 
bers of  a  doctor,  dentist,  hospitals,  vet- 
erinary surgeon  and  Boots  local  branch. 

Mr  John  Peppitt,  QC,  for  the  Society, 
told  the  Committee  that  it  was  alleged  that 
the  diary  items  as  a  whole  constituted 
either  direct  or  indirect  advertisement  for 
the  dispensing  of  medicinal  products 
and/or  for  the  provision  of  the  pro- 
fessional services  of  a  pharmacist.  To 
some  extent,  Boots  had  already  accepted 
that  the  complaint  had  limited  jus- 
tification, and  had  done  something  to  put 
it  right  by  amending  the  corresponding 
item  in  its  1978  diary.  Mr  Mark  Waller, 
representing  the  company  and  its  phar- 
macist superintendent  director,  Mr  Ber- 
nard Silverman,  said  that  the  item  had 
been  in  the  same  form  in  the  diary  since 
1970  and  substantially  in  the  same  form 
since  1962. 

Outcry  over  coat  of  arms 

Mr  Peppitt  told  the  Committee  that  the 
Society  had  laid  down  that  its  coat  of  arms 
or  devices  like  it  should  not  be  used  for 
business  purposes.  Mr  Waller  said  that 
Boots  would  take  down  the  coat  of  arms  if 
necessary  but  there  had  been  a  public  out- 
cry in  Swaffham  when  it  was  taken  down 
previously,  as  it  had  been  carved  by  local 
craftsmen,  so  it  was  restored  with  the  Soc- 
iety's consent.  The  arms  were  above  the 
shop  when  Boots  bought  it  and  were  not 
there  lor  advertising  purposes. 

Mr  J.  Dale,  head  of  the  Society's  law 
department  said  it  was  well  understood 
that  the  coat  of  arms  was  not  to  be  used  by 
individuals  or  companies  and  legal  action 


could  be  taken  to  prevent  its  misuse.  He 
also  explained  that  the  Committee  deci- 
sions in  cases  involving  Boots  in  1949, 
1950  and  1959  established,  without 
doubt,  that  advertising  of  dispensing  ser- 
vices would,  in  future,  be  regarded  as  mis- 
conduct, and  a  number  of  warning  letters 
had  been  sent  out.  Companies  with  "dis- 
pensing chemists"  in  their  registered  titles 
had  been  asked  to  change  the  company 
name.  Some  had  done  so  and  some  had 
not.  Since  1 975  the  registrar  of  companies 
had  refused  to  accept  any  new  company 
titles  including  the  word  "chemist"  or 
"pharmacy"  without  the  written  agree- 
ment of  the  Society.  This  point  was  gained 
purely  on  the  legal  objection.  The  regis- 
trar was  not  concerned  with  ethics.  Mr 
Dale  added  that  the  entry  in  the  diary 
appeared  to  constitute  advertising  for  the 
dispensing  and  retail  sale  of  medicinal 
products.  It  used  the  restricted  title 
"chemist"  in  larger  type  than  the  remain- 
der of  the  text. 

Extended  hours  service'  offered 

On  the  second  day  of  the  hearing  the 
complainant,  Dr  Edgar  Beveridge,  prin- 
cipal lecturer  in  pharmaceutics,  Sun- 
derland Polytechnic  school  of  pharmacy, 
said  the  entry  in  the  diary  seemed  to 
encourage  the  public  to  buy  medicines 
from  Boots  and  to  take  prescriptions 
there.  It  also  seemed  to  make  an  invidious 
distinction  between  the  services  of  chem- 
ists in  pointing  out  that  Boots  offered  "an 
extended  hours  service"  and  in  putting 
these  words  in  heavier  type.  He  also 
objected  to  a  space  being  provided  for  the 
telephone  number  of  Boots  local  branch. 

Mr  Gordon  Appelbe,  deputy  head  of 
the  Society's  Law  Department  and  sec- 
retary of  the  Ethics  Committee,  said  that 
the  Committee  had  always  objected  to  the 
word  "chemist"  in  advertising  and  to  the 
use  of  the  phrase  "Boots  the  Chemists"  in 
advertising.  He  referred  to  the  Statutory 
Committee  case  last  year  involving  Fer- 
gussons  (Chemists)  Ltd  in  which  the 
phrase  "Fergussons  the  Chemists"  had 
been  used,  and  told  Mr  Silverman  that 
members  of  the  Society  were  pointing  out 
the  similar  use  of  restricted  titles  and  the 
definite  article  by  Boots,  asking  whether 
there  was  one  law  for  the  small  and  one  for 
the  big. 

Mr  Silverman  replied  that  he  under- 
stood the  problems  but  stressed  that 
"Boots  the  Chemists"  was  the  company's 
registered  business  or  trading  name,  and 
that  "Fergussons  the  Chemists"  was  not. 
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Mr  Appelbe  said  that  in  January  the  Ethi 
ics  Committee  was  shown  an  amendec 
version  of  the  entry  for  the  1978  diary, 
and  felt  that  it  had  gone  a  considerable 
way  towards  satisfying  their  objection* 
except  in  relation  to  the  phrase  "Boots  the 
Chemists".  Mr  Silverman  said  as  far  as  h< 
knew  there  were  similar  entries  in  diarie 
going  back  to  the  early  1900s  and  there; 
were  no  complaints  until  last  year  whef 
Mr  Appelbe  raised  the  matter  with  him 
While  he  did  not  accept  that  it  drew  ai 
invidious  distinction  between  chemists,  h« 
had  agreed  to  amend  the  entry  for  the 
1978  diary,  though  some  copies  with  th< 
old  format  had  already  been  printed,  anc 
formed  an  impression  that  is  was  thei 
acceptable  to  the  Ethics  Committee.  M 
Silverman  told  the  Committee  that  he  sav 
no  reason  for  complaint  about  the  197' 
entry. 

Mr  Waller  submitted  that  it  did  nothins 
more  than  give  information  about  th< 
availability  of  services  to  the  public.  It  wa- 
a  dignified  advertisement  for  convenience 
and  not  an  advertisement  for  custom 
Could  it  really  be  so  objectionable  when  i 
had  been  appearing  for  year  after  year' 
Could  it  suddenly  become  misconduct?  Ir 
amending  the  wording  for  1978  there  hat 
been  no  admission  of  misconduct.  The 
phrase  "Boots  the  Chemists"  had  beei 
used  for  over  60  years  and  any  rule  whicl 
required  that  name  to  change  would  be  ar 
unreasonable  restraint  on  trading. 

Mr  Peppitt  said  that  there  were  two 
specif  ic  aspects  which  were  unacceptable 
One  was  the  invitation  to  record  the 
phone  number  of  the  local  Boots  branch  ii 
the  space  provided  which  amounted  tc 
"nothing  more  than  a  puff  for  Boots."  The 
other  was  the  form  in  which  the  phrase 
"Boots  the  Chemists"  appeared  at  the 
head  of  the  entry.  Mr  Peppitt  suggested 
that  the  use  of  the  Boots  logo  would  pro 
vide  sufficient  identification  but  if  the  ful 
name  had  to  be  used,  it  should  be  used  in  ; 
discreet  manner. 

Pharmacist  alleges  obscene 
telephone  calls 

A  pharmacist  told  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  Statutory  Committee  last  week 
that  he  had  been  harassed  by  obscene 
telephone  calls  after  a  conviction  for  theft. 
Mr  Clive  Davies,  of  Havering  Drive 
Romford,  said  that  recently  a  hearse  had 
drawn  up  outside  his  home  to  collect  his 
body.  He  had  also  experienced  more  cai 
tyre  punctures  in  the  past  six  months  than 
in  all  his  20  years  of  driving. 

Mr  Davies  appeared  before  the  Com- 
mittee following  his  conviction  and  £250 
fine  at  West  Ham  Magistrates  Court  in 
July  for  stealing  pharmaceutical  products, 
valued  at  £1,131,  from  his  former 
employer  when  employed  as  a  superin- 
tendent pharmacist  there. 

In  reprimanding  him,  Sir  Gordon 
Willmer  said  that,  in  the  circumstances, 
they  had  decided  it  would  be  inhuman  to 
strike  him  from  the  Register.  He  had  no 
doubt  suffered  a  great  deal,  both  mentally 
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and  physically,  since  he  was  found  out  and 
prosecuted  and  had  said  that,  in  addition, 
he  had  been  harassed  persistently  in  the 
past  few  months.  Sir  Gordon  said  that  Mr 
Davies  had  not  pretended  there  was  any 
excuse  for  his  conduct,  but  there  was  much 
"bad  blood"  between  him  and  his  former 
employer. 

Det  Sgt  John  Durham  said  that  he  went 
to  Mr  Davies'  home  with  a  search  warrant 
in  May,  following  a  complaint  that  goods 
had  been  stolen  from  the  pharmacy.  Mr 
Davies  produced  three  cardboard  boxes 
of  goods;  none  were  Controlled  Drugs. 

Mr  Davies  told  the  Committee  that  he 
built  up  the  business  from  a  £32,000 
annual  turnover  in  1 967  to  about  £67,000 
in  f  972.  The  owner  at  this  time  offered  to 
sell  him  the  business  for  £13,000,  but 
when  contracts  were  about  to  be 
exchanged  he  was  "gazumped".  The  bus- 
iness was  sold  to  another  man  for 
£20,000  which  he  could  not  match. 

Earlier  this  year,  when  he  was  about  to 
buy  a  poorly  stocked  pharmacy  in  the 
same  street,  he  took  280  items  from  his 
employer  for  his  own  business.  While  he 
knew  it  was  theft,  he  was  still  upset  with 
the  treatment  he  had  received  and  it 
seemed  to  justify  his  action.  He  would 
now  have  to  live  with  this  grave  mistake 
for  the  rest  of  his  life  and  bitterly  regretted 
what  he  had  done. 

Reprimand  follows  poison  sale 

The  Committee  reprimanded  Mr  War- 
ren Arthur  Temple,  a  Bromborough, 
Ches,  pharmacist  for  allowing  medicines 
containing  Part  I  poisons  and  oral  con- 
traceptives to  be  sold  from  his  drug  store 
at  Spital. 

In  February  1976  Mr  Temple,  of 
Allport  Lane,  was  convicted  of  six 
offences  relating  to  the  unlawful  sale  of 
medicines  from  unauthorised  premises  at 
Lancelyn  Court  precinct,  Spital.  He  was 
fined  £  1 80  by  the  magistrates  and  ordered 
to  pay  £27  costs.  He  appeared  before  the 
committee  in  September  1976  and  judg- 
ment was  postponed  for  12  months.  Mr 
Temple  told  the  Committee  that  the  pre- 
mises reverted  to  a  drug  store  in  January 
1976.  He  was  not  aware  that  Part  I 
poisons  were  being  displayed  or  that  his 
unqualified  assistants  were  selling  them. 

A  Society  inspector,  Mr  Graham  Pic- 
kup, said  last  week  that  he  had  visited  the 
drug  store  on  three  occasions  since  the 
previous  hearing  and  was  satisfied  it  was 
being  run  properly. 

The  Committee  also  reprimanded  Mr 
James  Robert  Ottley,  a  Paisley  phar- 
macist, who  was  told  by  Sir  Gordon 
Willmer  that  he  gave  the  impression  he 
was  unlikely  to  succeed  in  obtaining  per- 
manent employment  as  a  pharmacist 
again.  Sir  Gordon  said  his  convictions  in 
November  1975  of  stealing  a  considerable 
quantity  of  pharmaceutical  items  from  the 
Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary,  Paisley, 
where  he  had  worked,  was  not  the  conduct 
of  a  professional  man. 

Last    November    the  Committee 


adjourned  the  case  for  12  months.  They 
heard  that  Mr  Ottley,  of  Glasgow  Road, 
Paisley,  was  convicted  and  admonished  at 
Renfrew  District  Court  in  June  1976  for 
being  drunk  and  incapable  and  the  fol- 
lowing November  he  was  convicted  and 
admonished  at  North  Strathclyde  Sheriff 
Court  of  being  unlawfully  in  possession  of 
100  Physeptone  tablets  and  of  stealing  a 
considerable  quantity  of  pharmaceutical 
items  from  the  Infirmary. 

Mr  Ottley  was  summarily  dismissed  by 
the  hospital  and  his  appeal  to  a  special 
Appeals  Committee  of  the  Area  Health 
Board  was  dismissed. 

Last  week  Mr  Ottley  told  the  committee 
that  he  had  been  unable  to  get  another  job 
as  a  pharmacist  since  his  dismissal.  He  said 
the  hospital  items  found  by  police  at  his 
home  were  all  destined  to  be  destroyed  in 
the  incinerator.  The  Physeptone  tablets 
were  taken  when  he  was  suffering  from 
toothache  but  never  opened  the  bottle. 


Draft  code  on  time  off 
for  safety  training 

Proposed  guidelines  on  time  off  for  train- 
ing were  published  in  a  draft  Code  of  Prac- 
tice this  week  by  the  Health  and  Safety 
Commission.  The  Safety  Representatives 
and  Safety  Committees  Regulations 
appoint  safety  representatives  to  carry  out 
certain  functions,  and  require  an 
employer  to  permit  time  off  with  pay  "as 
may  be  reasonable"  for  training.  They 
come  into  force  on  October  1 ,  1 978  and  it 
is  intended  that  the  Code  of  Practice 
should  also  come  into  force  on  that  date. 
Comments  are  required  by  February  6,  to 
Mr  J.  Davey,  Health  and  Safety  Execu- 
tive, RPD/A2,  Baynards  House.  1  Chep- 
stow Place,  London  W2. 
Time  off  for  Training  of  Safety  Rep- 
resentatives: Proposal  to  Approve  a  Code 
of  Practice  (HM  Stationery  Office,  £0. 1 0} . 


IMPORIANT  NOTICE 


BEWARE  of  counterfeit  Poco  Robonne  Srocte 
which  look  virtually  indisringuishablefrom 
rhe  authentic  product. 


GENUINE  PacoRabanneisonly  available 
direct  from  Creative  Fragrances  Ltd. 


Creative  Fragrances  Ltd. 
onlysupply  Poco  Pobonne too  limited 
number  of  appointed  stockists. 


IN  CASE  OF  DOUBTFUL  OFFERS  OF  SUPPLY,  RING  01-491  4776. 
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Further  move  lo  extend  drug 
supply  to  five  days 


The  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
board  decided  at  its  meeting  last  month  to 
ask  the  Department  of  Health  again  that 
pharmacists  be  permitted  to  supply  up  to 
five  days'  treatment  irrespective  of  the 
incidence  of  bank  holidays,  etc,  when  Part 
III  of  the  Medicines  Act  is  implemented 
on  February  1,  1978.  The  Department 
would  also  be  asked  to  reconsider  its  deci- 
sion that  General  Sale  List  retailers  should 
not  be  required  to  register  with  either 
local  authorities  or  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

As  members  would  need  clear  guidance 
in  good  time,  it  was  decided  that,  after 
liaison  with  the  law  department  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  a  draft  infor- 
mation leaflet  on  the  Act  would  be  pre- 
pared and  circulated  to  members  of  the 
Board  for  approval  before  being  sent  to 
members  generally. 

With  regard  to  the  Law  Commission 
and  Scottish  Law  Commission  inquiry  into 
liability  for  defective  products,  it  was  con- 
firmed that  the  NPA  board  of  man- 
agement's view  was  that  medicines  should 
be  subject  to  separate  legislation  and 
should  not  fall  within  the  general  prop- 
osed new  rules.  It  was  also  agreed  that  any 
special  legislation,  if  required,  should  be 
under  the  Medicines  Act,  and  that  a  letter 
to  this  effect  be  sent  to  the  Department. 

Legalising  delivery  services 

It  was  reported  that  the  Standing  Phar- 
maceutical Advisory  Committee,  meeting 
shortly,  had  been  asked  to  consider  how 
collection  and  delivery  services  could  be 
legalised  when  the  Medicines  Act  came 
into  force.  Difficulties  might  arise  with 
delivery  services  organised  by  pharmacists 
where,  in  law,  the  "supply"  of  the 
medicine  takes  place  other  than  at  a 
pharmacy  and  under  the  supervision  of  a 
pharmacist.  It  was  agreed  that  the  matter 
could  be  dealt  with  by  a  simple  provision 
that  in  "official"  schemes  (ie,  those 
approved  by  Local  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees or  Area  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees) any  person  transporting  dis- 
pensed medicine  from  a  pharmacist  to  the 
patient  (or  the  patient's  representative)  be 
deemed  to  be  an  agent  of  the  patient 
rather  than  of  the  pharmacist. 

After  further  consideration  of  the 
resolution  adopted  at  the  PSNC  Con- 
ference on  October  2  it  was  decided  that 
after  each  triennial  election  of  the  NPA 
board,  the  NPA  should  nominate  its 
PSNC  representatives  for  three  years  and 
that  PSNC  be  informed  that  the  period  of 
service  of  the  existing  nominees  had  been 


extended  for  the  balance  of  the  term  of 
office  of  the  present  board. 

It  was  decided  that  members  would  be 
advised  to  arrange  for  the  destruction  of 
Nepenthe  more  than  two  years  old  and  the 
NPA  would  approach  Evans  Medical  Ltd 
to  suggest  that  the  product  be  dis- 
continued altogether. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  of  the  pros 
and  cons  of  gift  vouchers  it  was  decided 
not  to  proceed  with  a  suggestion  that  NPA 
members  be  encouraged  to  support  an 
existing  chemists'  gift  voucher  scheme. 
The  office  would,  however,  again  look  at 
the  possibility  of  an  NPA  gift  voucher. 

Booklet  on  OTC  medicines 
for  the  public 

A  booklet  "How  to  buy  medicines 
without  prescription"  (£0.35)  has  been 
published  by  Lapidary  Publications,  84 
High  Street,  Broadstairs,  Kent.  Written 
by  Peter  Cooper  FPS,  the  booklet  gives 
advice  to  the  general  public  on  analgesics, 
indigestion  and  sickness  remedies,  lax- 
atives and  diarrhoea  remedies  as  well  as 
general  safety  precautions  for  medicines 
such  as  checking  with  the  pharmacist  at 
the  time  of  purchase  on  the  compatibility 
of  the  product  with  prescribed  medicines. 

Mr  Cooper  emphasises  that  the  phar- 
macist can  be  relied  upon  to  give  advice  on 
medicines. 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Associ- 
ation will  not  be  marketing  the  booklet. 
They  say  experience  has  shown  that 
pharmacists  are  not  too  happy  about  dis- 
playing booklets  as  they  take  up  valuable 
space.  Also  the  board  felt  that  the  infor- 
mation might  be  better  coming  directly 
from  the  pharmacist  and  the  price  com- 
pared unfavourably  with  the  Family  Doc- 
tor booklets. 

New  Nl  contributions 

New  national  insurance  contributions  for 
April  1978,  when  the  earnings-related 
pension  scheme  starts,  were  announced 
last  week  by  Mr  Stanley  Orme,  Minister 
for  Social  Security. 

For  employees  not  contracted  out  of  the 
state  scheme  the  standard  Class  1  rates 
will  rise  from  5.75  per  cent  to  6.5  per  cent 
for  employees,  and  from  8.75  per  cent  to 
1 0  per  cent  for  employers.  The  lower  earn- 
ings limit  for  Class  1  contributions  is  to  be 
increased  from  £15  to  £17.50  a  week,  the 
current  level  of  the  basic  retirement  pen- 
sion, and  the  upper  earnings  limit  from 
£105  to  £120  (about  seven  times  the  pen- 
sion rate). 


Where  employees  are  contracted  ou 
the  contribution  rates  will  be  reduced.  O 
the  first  £17.50  of  weekly  earnings  th 
rates  will  be  as  for  other  employees  bu 
between  that  limit  and  the  upper  earning 
limit  the  rates  will  be  4  per  cent  fo 
employees  and  5.5  per  cent  for  employers 

The  self-employed  will  not  come  withir 
the  scope  of  the  new  earnings-related  pen 
sion  scheme  and  their  contributions  havt 
been  adjusted  to  take  account  of  this.  Ini 
tially,  they  will  pay  a  Class  2  contributioi 
of  £1.90  a  week,  in  place  of  the  presen 
£2.66  (£2.55  for  women),  and  a  Class 
contribution  of  5  per  cent  on  annual  pro 
fits  between  £2,000  and  £6,250  a  year,  h 
place  of  the  present  8  per  cent  betweer 
£1 ,750  and  £5,500.  It  is  expected  that  the 
level  would  be  held  for  the  first  five  yean 
of  the  new  scheme,  apart  from  changes  tc 
Class  2  and  Class  4.  Class  3  (voluntary 
contributions  are  to  be  reduced  frorr 
£2.45  to  £1.80. 

October  sales  up  13  pc 

Retail  sales  by  chemists  and  photographi 
dealers  were  13  per  cent  higher  during 
October  than  in  the  same  month  last  year 
according  to  Department  of  Industry  fig- 
ures. The  new  sales  index  for  all  chemist^ 
was  228  (1971  =  100)  while  that  of  all 
types  of  business  was  237,  an  increase  ol 
13  per  cent.  Independent  chemists'  sales 
rose  10  per  cent  to  an  index  of  189,  inde 
pendent  retails  generally  had  a  10  per  cent 
increase  to  207.  NHS  receipts  are 
excluded. 


PSI  reminder 

Reports  have  been  received  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
Council  that  a  number  of  pharmacists 
who  are  employed  by  companies  to 
manage  and  conduct  pharmacies  are 
being  subjected  to  pressure  from  the 
non-qualified  owners  to  deviate  from 
necessary  standards  of  practice  in  the 
interests  of  commercial  gain. 

A  pharmacist-in-charge  is  pro- 
fessionally responsible  for  all  phar- 
maceutical activities:  the  dispensing  of 
prescriptions;  the  sale  of  medicines  and 
poisons;  the  maintenance  of  forensic 
records;  the  storage  of  medicines  and 
consultations  with  the  medical  pro- 
fession. In  certain  circumstances  he 
may  have  to  decide  that  a  particular 
medicine  should  not  be  supplied. 

Employment  as  sole  pharmacist 
should  not  be  accepted  unless  there  is 
an  assurance  from  the  employers  that 
there  will  be  no  interference  in  the 
pharmaceutical  responsibilities  of  the 
post.  This  does  not  mean  that 
arrangements  cannot  be  made  to  dele- 
gate certain  commercial  or  trading 
functions  to  non-pharmaceutical  per- 
sonnel. Any  pharmacist  who  is 
experiencing  difficulty  should  contact 
the  Society,  c/o  registrar  and  secretary, 
18  Shrewsbury  Road,  Dublin,  4. 
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Pharmacy's  objectives 

I  recommend  confused  contractors  to  read 
the  C&D  letter  November  26  p825  where 
the  secretary  of  City  and  East  London 
LPC  gives  an  excellent  summary  of  the 
October  conference.  Two  months  have 
passed,  and  the  PSNC  has  either  gone  off 
on  holiday  or  is  lost  in  the  corridors  of 
power  in  Westminster! 

Claims  of  £3000  pa  increases  in  salary 
for  journalists  on  the  Daily  Mirror  makes 
miners,  electricians,  firemen  and  others 
appear  Sunday  school  boys.  Pharmacists' 
claims  are  not  in  the  same  league — £3  to 
£5  million  is  pathetic  after  a  £1  lm  cut  in 
the  balance  sheet.  More  is  written  off  as 
errors  by  civil  servants  in  payments  on 
Social  Security  benefits.  Local  gov- 
ernment considers  £30m  additional  pay- 
ments to  councillors  for  attending  meet- 
ings peanuts  compared  with  the  total 
expenditure! 

Our  objectives  must  be  stated — even 
Mr  Worby  cannot  rule  that  "out  of 
order"!  The  qualification  factor  must  be 
rewarded.  The  availability  and  excessive 
"non-social"  hours  worked  must  be 
accounted  for.  We  must  be  paid  100  per 
cent  NHS  time,  not  some  statistical  frac- 
tion for  the  Department's  benefit.  The  net 
profit  allowed  by  the  Government  quoted 
in  Parliament  as  over  7p  per  prescription 
must  be  implemented  now  without  further 
discussions  and  back  dated  to  recover  pre- 
vious losses  to  set  against  the  £1  lm  cut  in 
the  balance  sheet.  The  present  net  profit 
of  around  5p  per  prescription  is  a  farce. 

Neon  sign  poverty 

The  problem  of  pleading  poverty  to  the 
public,  while  large  well-stocked  city 
centre  company  premises  neon  sign  the 
obvious  opposite,  must  be  faced.  The  last 
remaining  essential  pharmacy  in  a  country 
village  is  at  the  other  end  of  the  scale  and, 
as  far  as  a  reasonable  distribution  of 
pharmacies  is  concerned,  more  important 
than  duplicated  High  Street  premises.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  divorce  totally  NHS 
dispensing  to  separate  premises  and  dis- 
mantle the  Companies  Act  as  allowed  in 
pharmacy  today.  Until  this  is  seen  to  be 
fair,  it  is  understandable  that  the  public  is 
confused  when  we  quote  the  closure  rate 
of  one  per  working  day.  They  see  shares 
on  the  stock  exchange  rising  and  no  reason 
to  inflate  them  further  by  NHS  payments. 
The  fact  that  in  many  cases  the  dispensing 
department  is  a  loss  leader  hoping  for 
spin-off  counter  business  is  not  known  by 
the  public  or  argued  by  our  negotiators. 

To  argue  that  the  PSNC  should  become 
a  union  to  escape  consequences  of  the  law 


of  this  country  is  immoral  and  unethical.  It 
is  a  disgrace  that  there  should  be  divisions 
in  law  between  unions  and  the  rest  of  the 
population.  It  is  one  form  of  elitism  which 
is  indefensible  and  the  PSNC  should  not 
waste  -its  energies  in  that  direction. 

The  Minister  should  not  be  allowed  to 
argue  that  the  closures  are  our  own  fault 
because  of  the  differential  on-cost  issue.  It 
is  new  outside  money  that  is  required. 
There  is  nothing  left  to  redistribute. 

Efficiency  and  economies  of  scale 
resulting  in  profit  should  not  be  clawed 
back  by  the  Department.  Hard  work 
merits  reward.  The  discounting  of  pay- 
ments must  be  abolished. 

Our  excellent  head  of  publicity  asked 
that  we  should  state  our  case  and  I  would 
start  with  the  above  and  hope  that  others 
might  follow. 

R.  N.  Thomas 

Holyhead 

Effective  leadership 

I  have  just  re-read  your  leader  of  October 
1,  in  which  you  were  "unable  to  con- 
template" one  of  the  two  possible  out- 
comes of  the  October  2  Local  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  conference.  This 
was  "disunity  coupled  with  frustration  on 
the  floor  of  the  meeting,  resulting  in  con- 
tractors finding  themselves  effectively 
leaderless  and  unrepresented  at  the  end  of 
the  day".  We  are  now  in  precisely  the 
position  you  so  accurately  foresaw. 

We  perhaps  have  an  opportunity  to 
begin  to  provide  ourselves  with  an  effec- 
tive leadership  in  the  forthcoming  LPC 
elections.  It  is  imperative  that  future 
negotiations  for  a  new  contract  be  con- 
ducted by  representatives  who  understand 
our  situation  and  are  capable  of  resolute 
action  on  our  behalf. 

In  my  view  our  present  difficulties  all 
stem  from  the  1964  contract,  which  gave 
the  Secretary  of  State  the  power  to  impose 
any  "settlement"  he  chose,  without  our 
having  any  right  to  arbitration,  or  any 
effective  action  we  could  take  in  riposte. 
Our  representatives  have  gone  into  every 
negotiation  "naked  and  unarmed".  As  Mr 
Urwin  says  (C&D  October  22,  p637  "the 
negotiating  committee  has  used  every  bit 
of  logic,  every  reasoned  argument  and 
provided  first  class  accountancy — in  fact 
everything  a  responsible  negotiating  body 
can  do — all  to  no  avail."  On  every  issue 
they  are  faced  by  unilateral  action  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  which,  time  after  time 
they  have  accepted  "reluctantly". 

Yet,  in  fact,  we  have  a  powerful  weapon 
to  hand  if  our  leaders  have  the  resolution 
to  take  it  up  and  use  it.  It  is  the  surcharge 
on  prescription  charges  described,  with 
apparent  approval,  by  Mr  Worby  himself 
(C&D,  September  17,  p377).  This  is  not 
"industrial  action",  nor  even  "sanctions". 
It  is  simply  unilateral  action  of  the  kind 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  has  used  suc- 
cessfully for  thirteen  years.  Surely  it  is 
time  we  realised  that  what  is  unilateral 
action  for  the  goose  is  unilateral  action  for 
the  gander. 

A  new  negotiating  committee  should 
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immediately  apply  for  a  certificate  of 
registration,  thereby  acquiring  the  legal 
immunities  of  a  trade  union.  This  has 
already  been  done  by  the  BMA,  and  other 
professional  bodies.  It  should  declare 
unequivocally  its  intention  to  raise  our 
remuneration  to  a  fairer  level,  which  may 
be  expressed  as  26  per  cent  of  capital 
employed,  or  by  some  other  equivalent 
formula.  It  should,  by  positive  leadership, 
enlist  the  support  of  the  majority  of  the 
profession,  including  the  company  chem- 
ists, for  any  action  needed  to  attain  this 
objective.  This  includes  a  firm  intention  to 
take  unilateral  action  if  all  attempts  to 
obtain  satisfaction  by  negotiation  fail. 

The  benefits  of  such  a  policy,  if  suc- 
cessful, go  far  beyond  the  present  negoti- 
ations on  remuneration.  We  must  not 
forget  the  doctrine  of  "the  fleet  in  being". 
If  the  negotiating  committee  is  seen  to  be 
armed  it  can  pursue  the  negotiations  for  a 
new  contract  with  some  hope  of  success.  It 
may  not  have  to  fire  a  shot  in  anger  if  the 
Ministry  negotiators  know  it  to  be  armed 
and  resolute  and  not  the  sitting  duck 
which  has  always  faced  them  in  the  past. 

The  only  positive  alternative  I  see  is  to 
work  through  ASTMS.  But  the  key  to  suc- 
cess is  unity,  and  I  am  sure  that  this  can  be 
more  easily  achieved  by  a  virile  negotiat- 
ing committee  than  by  any  organisation 
based  outside  our  own  ranks. 

H.  Moor 

Staffs. 


News  in  brief 

□  Chemist  contractors  in  England  and 
Wales  dispensed,  during  September, 
24,  287,091  prescriptions  (14,853,393 
forms)  at  a  cost  of  £47,645,819  rep- 
resenting an  average  cost  per  prescription 
of  £1.96. 

Q  The  number  of  applications  for  a  phar- 
macy course  in  1978  through  the  Uni- 
versities Central  Council  on  Admissions 
had  increased  by  mid-November  by  over  5 
per  cent  on  the  same  period  last  year, 
although  the  proportion  to  total  applica- 
tions was  little  changed. 

□  We  have  been  asked  to  point  out  that 
Mr  R.  Shah,  proprietor  of  Auckland 
Pharmacy,  Ballards  Lane,  London  N12 
(C&D,  November  19,  p776)  originally 
owned  a  pharmacy  of  that  name  at  96 
Camden  Road,  London  NW1,  and  trans- 
ferred the  name  upon  moving.  The  Cam- 
den Road  premises  are  now  owned  by  Mr 
S.  G.  Hakim,  MPS.  The  shopfitting  fea- 
ture refers  entirely  to  the  Ballards  Lane 
premises. 

□  The  1977  Glaxo  Fellowships  for  British 
Science  Writers  (£1,000)  have  been 
awarded  in  the  UK  to  Mr  Nicholas  Valery 
(transport  and  motor  industry  cor- 
respondent. The  Economist)  for  the  best 
article  or  series  of  articles  on  a  science 
subject  and  to  Mr  Anthony  Smith  (author 
and  freelance  broadcaster)  for  the  best 
script,  radio  or  television  programmes  on 
a  science  subject. 
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Glaxo-Sants  dispute  to  go 
to  Prices  Department 

As  the  latest  development  in  the  long- 
standing dispute  between  Sants  Phar- 
maceutical Distributors  Ltd  and  Glaxo 
Holdings  Ltd  (C&D,  December  18,  1976, 
p828),  Sants  are  to  request  the  Secretary 
for  Prices  and  Consumer  Protection  to 
initiate  an  investigation.  They  are  also  ask- 
ing their  shareholders  and  staff  to  write  to 
their  MPs  to  support  the  request. 

In  a  statement  to  shareholders,  the 
chairman,  MrB.  S.  Phillips,  says  that  so  far 
the  Office  of  Fair  Trading  has  refused  to 
use  its  powers  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Monopolies  Commission  on  the  grounds 
of  insufficient  evidence  of  abuse  of  mono- 
poly powers.  However,  in  recent  months 
the  company  has  submitted  new  evidence 
which  is  believed  to  be  sufficient,  and  Mr 
R.  B.  Cant,  MP  for  Basford  and  Stoke 
Central,  has  written  to  the  Secretary  for 
Prices  and  Consumer  Protection,  asking 
him  to  intervene. 

In  the  year  to  June  30,  Sants'  pre-tax 
profit  was  £8,927  on  external  sales  of 
£1.17m  plus  a  non-trading  profit  on  the 
sale  of  the  assets  of  Browns  Chemists 
(Stoke-on-Trent)  Ltd. 

Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd  have  sold  for  cash 
all  the  shares  in  Murphy  Chemical  Ltd  to 
Dalgety  UK  Ltd.  At  June  30,  the  capital 
employed  by  Murphy  was  about  £3m. 

Murphy  is  engaged  in  the  formulation, 
packing  and  distribution  of  agricultural 
pesticidal  chemicals  in  the  UK  and 
abroad.  It  is  intended  to  continue  and 
expand  the  existing  business  from  the  pre- 
sent headquarters  in  Wheathampstead, 
Herts,  and  the  company  will  be  main- 
tained as  a  separate  accountable  entity 
within  the  Dalgety  chemical  division. 
Murphy  was  acquired  by  Glaxo  in  1955 
and  now  employs  about  300. 

Guinness  Peat  Group  bid 
for  Willows  Francis 

An  agreed  bid  of  £1 .5m  has  been  made  by 
Guinness  Peat  Group  Ltd  for  Willows 
Francis  Ltd.  The  terms,  which  are  recom- 
mended by  the  Willows  Francis  board  are 
either  £1.08  cash  or  52  Guinness  Peat 
shares  for  100  Willows  Francis  shares. 
The  deal  is  stated  to  double  the  phar- 
maceutical manufacturing  interests  of 
Guinness  Peat. 

Mr  G.  A.  Whittaker,  a  director  of 
Guinness  Peat,  said  that  Willows  Francis's 
veterinary  interests  would  be  com- 
plementary to  existing  GP  activities,  and 
that  it  was  hoped  to  "take  Willows  in  to 
Africa  and  possibly  South  America".  Last 


Mr  E.  J.  Bowler  (see  appointments) 

year  the  pre-tax  profit  of  Willows  Francis 
was  £343,000,  compared  with  £261,000 
in  1976  and  a  loss  of  £39,000  in  1975. 


Paterson  Zochonis  make 
"very  satisfactory  progress" 

Speaking  at  the  annual  meeting,  Mr  J.  B. 
Zochonis,  chairman  of  Paterson  Zochonis 
&  Co  Ltd,  said  that  returns  so  far  in  the 
current  year  indicated  a  satisfactory 
improvement  in  turnover  but,  due  to  more 
competitive  trading  conditions,  margins 
had  been  somewhat  under  pressure  mak- 
ing the  results  roughly  comparable  with 
those  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

He  reported  that  over  £3m  had  been 
spent  on  re-equipment  at  the  two  UK  sub- 
sidiaries, Cussons  and  Odex  Racasan. 
While  causing  some  short-term  dis- 
ruption, this  would  lead  to  higher  earnings 
in  the  future. 

Sangers  profit  down  33pc 
in  half  year 

In  the  half  year  to  August  31  turnover  of 
Sangers  Group  Ltd  rose  10  per  cent  to 
£44. 9m,  but  the  pre-tax  profit  fell  33  per 
cent  to  £0.82m.  The  chairman,  Mr  Hugh 
Nicholson,  says  that  the  increase  in  tur- 
nover did  not  keep  pace  with  inflation, 
mainly  due  to  a  drop  in  sales  of  photo- 
graphic products.  In  pharmaceutical  pro- 
ducts there  was  a  small  volume  increase  in 
turnover,  but  some  of  this  was  at  lower 
gross  margins. 

Overheads  had,  in  general,  risen  with 
inflation,  and  there  had  been  an  excep- 
tional increase  of  about  £100,000  due  to 
special  costs  in  Northern  Ireland  and  the 
company's  diversification  into  optics.  The 
chairman  said  no  significant  change  was 
expected  in  the  level  of  profits  for  the 
second  half  of  the  year  compared  with  the 
first  half. 
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Unilever  in  merger  talks  I 
with  National  Starch 

In  a  move  to  extend  their  interests  in  the! 
USA,  Unilever  are  engaged  in  pre-I 
liminary  discussions  with  National  Starch 
and  Chemical  Corporation  with  a  view  to 
a  merger  or  take-over.  No  figures  have  yet 
been  disclosed,  but  it  is  estimated  that  a 
complete  take-over  of  National  Starch 
would  cost  between  5300m  and  5450m. 

National  Starch's  main  products  are 
starches,  adhesives,  resins  and  other 
chemicals,  and  sales  are  currently  about 
5375m  a  year,  about  35  per  cent  of  which 
are  outside  the  USA.  The  company  has 
over  3,700  employees.  Unilever's  sales  in 
the  USA  and  Canada  in  1976  amounted 
to  5873m. 

Speywood  Laboratories 
take  over  Irish  company 

Speywood  Laboratories  Ltd,  have 
recently  acquired  Cardio  Technology  Ltd, 
Dublin,  manufacturers  of  the  Cario-Pad 
disposable  pre-gelled  ECG  electrode  and 
cable  systems.  Mr  David  R.  Williams, 
BPharm,  MPS,  has  been  appointed  man- 
aging director. 

All  inquiries  for  Cardio  Technology 
products  should  be  sent  to  the  Speywood 
Laboratories  address  at  Chancel  House, 
East  Street,  Bingham,  Nottingham  NG13 
8DR  (telephone  Bingham  (0949)  38665). 

Briefly 

Agfa-Gevaert  of  America  have  acquired 
the  Low  &  Wolf  X-ray  divisions  of  IPCO 
Hospital  Supply  Corporation  for  about 
535.2m. 

3IV1  United  Kingdom  Ltd  are  moving  their 
head  office  to  3M  House,  PO  Box  1, 
Bracknell,  Berkshire  RG12  1JU  (tele- 
phone Bracknell  (0344)  26726). 

Bioglan  Laboratories  Ltd  are  moving  to 
the  following  address  on  December  19: 
Spirella  Building,  Bridge  Road,  Letch- 
worth,  Herts  SG6  4ET  (telephone  Letch- 
worth  (046  26)  74644). 
Wyeth  Laboratories  announce  that,  fol- 
lowing the  transfer  of  Havant  telephones 
to  the  Portsmouth  exchange,  their  number 
is  now  0705  48-3611.  Outside  office 
hours  the  Ansafone  service  is  available  on 
0705  47-1861. 

Mentholatum  Co  Ltd  are  moving  on 
December  12  to  Longfield  Road,  Twy- 
ford,  Berkshire  (telephone  Twyford 
(0734)  340117,  telex  847957).  Steady 
expansion  has  made  it  necessary  to  move 
from  the  site  on  Slough  Trading  Estate 
the  company  occupied  in  1924. 

Appointments 

Wellcome  Foundation:  Mr  E.  J.  Bowler, 
MPS,  general  manager  of  the  UK  medical 
and  consumer  division,  is  now  additionally 
responsible  for  the  veterinary  and  agricul- 
tural division  (UK),  the  industrial  and  pes- 
ticides division  (UK),  the  medical 
department  (UK)  and  Wellcome  Ireland. 
He  joined  the  company  13  years  ago. 
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Market 
News 

Quinine  salts  fall 

London,  December  7:  The  rates  for  var- 
ious quinine  salts  have  now  eased  off 
their  peak  levels  established  in  the 
summer.  As  an  example  the  sulphate  is 
down  by  about  £3  kg  at  £85.50.  Ferrous 
sulphate  and  iodoform  have  been  marked 
up  but  elsewhere  in  pharmaceutical 
chemicals  prices  were  unchanged  during 
the  week. 

There  was  a  little  more  interest  shown 
in  the  essential  oil  sector  but  buying  was 
still  at  a  low  ebb.  Some  Chinese  essential 
oils  were  firmer  in  the  forward  position 
including  spearmint  and  eucalyptus. 

Brazil  peppermint  and  Ceylon  citronella 
were  marginally  dearer  for  shipment  while 
clove  leaf  continued  to  weaken. 

Among  spices  ginger  remains  firm  from 
all  sources.  The  recent  cyclone  in  India 
has  caused  rates  to  harden  for  most  items 
whilst  an  assessment  of  the  resultant 
damage  is  obtained.  Apart  from  Cochin 
ginger,  turmeric  and  coriander,  seeds 
were  dearer.  Brazilian  menthol  was  down 
on  the  spot  although  forward  prices  were 
unchanged.  The  level  of  trading  in  botan- 
icals differed  little  from  previous  weeks. 
There  was  a  sharp  rise  in  cherry  bark 
prices.  Also  dearer  were  cascara,  hyd- 
rastis  and  Peru  balsam.  Easier  were 
Cape  aloes  and  buchu. 


Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Aspirin:  10-ton  lots  £1.31  kg:  1-ton  £1.39. 
Bromides:  Crystals  £  per  metric  ton. 

Under  50-kg        50-kg  1,000-kg 
Ammonium  1,090  932  874 

Potassium*  1,010  853  816 

Sodium  990  839  802 

*  Powder  plus  £43  kg 

Brucine  sulphate:  £45.00  kg 

Calamine:  BP  £618  per  1,000  kg  delivered. 

Calcium  carbonate:  BP  light  £135  metric  ton. 

Calcium   chloride:   BP   anhydrous   96/98°,0  £0-93 

kg    in    50  kg    lots    of    powder;    granular  £0.95; 

hexahydrate   crystals    BP   1968  £0.68. 

Calcium  gluconate:  £1,420  per  metric  ton. 

Calcium  lactate:  100-kg  lots  £1.35  kg. 

Calcium  pantothenate:  £7.29  in  25-kg  lots. 

Cantharadin:  100-g  lots  £1.30  per  g. 

Carbon    tetrachloride:    BP    5-ton    lots    in  290-kg 

drums,  £253  per  metric  ton. 

Carotene:  Suspension  £30.95  kg;  5-kg  £29.95  kg 

Chloral  hydrate:  50-kg  lots  £1.43  kg. 

Chloroform:    BP    £423    to   £445   per    metric  ton 

according   to   drum  size.    In  2-litre  bottle  £2.48 

each;   500-ml  bottle  £1.00  each. 

Choline:    (500-kg   lots)    bitartrate  £2.25  kg;  dihy- 

drogen  citrate  £2.40. 

Cinchocaine:  Base  (5-kg  lots)  £73.18  kg;  hydro- 
chloride £69.89. 

Citric  acid:  BP  granular  hydrous  per  metric  ton 
single  deliveries,  hydrous  £739;  anhydrous  £794; 
five-ton    contracts    £735    and    £790  respectively, 
Crystalline  £171.17  and  £170  17  respectively. 
Dextromethorphan:  £156.20  kg;  £155.20  kg  in  5-kg. 
Dihydrocodeine  bitartrate:  £535  kg  in  20-kg  lots. 
Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Ephedrine:  (Per  kg  in  50-kg  lots)  hydrochloride 
£16.40;  to  £18  as  to  makes;  sulphate  £18. 
Ferric  ammonium  citrate:  BP  £1.45  kg  in  250-kg 
Ferric  citrate:  £2.75  kg  in  250  kg  lots. 
Ferrous  carbonate:   BPC  1959  saccharated  £1.50 
kg  (50-kg  lots). 

Ferrous  fumarate:  BP  £1.75  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 
Ferrous  gluconate:  £1.860  per  metric  ton. 
Ferrous  succinate:  BP  £4.50  kg  (50-kg  lots). 


Ferrous  sulphate:  BP/EP  small  crystals  £500 
metric  ton;  dried  £500  metric  ton. 
Glucose:  (Per  metric  ton  in  10-ton  lots) — mono- 
hydrate  £195;  anhydrous  £445;  liquid  43'  Baume 
£200  (5-drum  lots);  naked  14-tons  £160  ton. 
Glycerin:  In  250-kg  returnable  drums  £613  metric 
ton  in  5-ton  lots. 

Iodoform:  US  NF  £11  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 

Magnesium  carbonate:  BP  per  metric  ton — heavy 

£550;  light  £430. 

Magnesium  chloride:  BP  crystals  £0.68  kg  for 
50-kg  lots. 

Magnesium  dihydrogen  phosphate:  Pure  £1.8709 
kg  in  50  kg  lots. 

Magnesium    hydroxide:    (metric    ton)    BPC  light 
£1,190;  28  per  cent  paste  £410. 
Magnesium    oxide:    BP    per    metric    ton,  heavy 
£1,350;  light  £1,190. 

Magnesium  sulphate:  BP  £1 16.70-E124;  metric  ton 
commercial  £103.50-£106;  exsiccated  BP  £237.40 
Magnesium  trisilicate:  £1  kg  (metric  ton  lots); 
£1.20  kg   (500  kg  lots). 

Mercury:  BPC  redistilled  £7.10  kg  in  kg  lots. 
Mercurials:    Per    kg    in    50-kg    lots;  ammoniated 
£7.48;    oxide— red   £8.82   and    yellow   £8.54;  per- 
chloride  £6.14;   subchloride  £7.82,   iodide  £8.10. 
Mersalyl:  Acid  £30.50  kg  in  10-kg  lots. 
Methadone  hydrochloride:   Subject   to  Misuse  of 
Drugs  Regulations,  £1.33  per  5-g. 
Methyl  salicylate:  5-ton  lots  £1.16  kg;  1-ton  £1.20. 
Metol:    Photo    grade    per   kg,    50-kg    lots  £5.64; 
250-kg  £5.46. 

Opiates:  (£  per  kg)  in  1-kg  lots;  subject  to  Misuse 
of  Drugs  Regulations — Codeine  alkaloid  £541  to 
£653  as  to  maker;  hydrochloride  £488-£562;  phos- 
phate £413-£499;  sulphate  £562.  Diamorphine  alka- 
loid £764;  hydrochloride  £696.  Ethylmorphine 
hydrochloride  £527-£639.  Morphine  alkaloid  £596- 
£722,  hydrochloride  and  sulphate  £488-£589 
Papaveretum:  £390  kg;  5-kg  lots  £355  kg.  Subjecl 
to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Paracetamol:  (Per  kg)  50-ton  contracts  from  £2.80; 
spot,  10-ton  £2.88;  1-ton  £3.  Premiums  for  direct 
compression  £0.13  kg. 

Quinine:  (50-kg  lots  per  kg)  Alkaloid  £100;  bisul- 
phate  £73.50;  dihydrochloride  £95;  hydrochloride 
£92;  sulphate  £85.50. 

Saccharin:  BP  in  250-kg  lots  £4.20  kg;  sodium 
£3.69. 

Salicylic  acid:  5-ton  lot  £1.07  kg;   1   ton  £1.08. 
Sorbitol:  Powder  £500  metric  ton;  syrup  £250. 
Stilboestrol:  BP  in  25-kg  lots,  £115.50  kg. 
Zinc  acetate:  £1.08  kg  in  50-ka  lots. 
Zinc    chloride:    Granular    96/98    oer    cent  £420 
metric  ton.  delivfirfid 


Crude  drugs 

Balsams:    (kg)    Canada:  steady  at  £11.30  spot; 
£11.20   cif.    Copaiba:   £2   spot;    £1.90   cif.  Peru: 
£6.15   spot    nominal;    £6,    cif.    Tolu:    £4.30  spot. 
Belladonna:   (metric  ton)   Leaves  £2.10  kg  spot; 
£2  cif.  Herb  and  root.  No  offers. 
Benzoin:  Block  £103  cwt  spot;  £102  cif. 
Buchu:  Rounds  £2.10  kg  spot;  £1,97  cif. 
Camphor:    Natural   powder   £5.25   kg   spot;  ship- 
ment £5.25  cif. 

Cardamom:  Alleppy  green  £6  kg.  cif. 
Cascara:  £990  metric  ton  spot;  £980  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  spot  £1,000  metric  ton;  £960  cif  new. 
Hydrastis:  (kg)  £10.20  spot;  £10.10  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £10  cif. 
Kola  nuts:  £420  metric  ton,  cif,  nominal. 
Lanolin:  BP  in  1-metric-ton  lots  £0.92  per  kg. 
Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,550  metric  ton  spot, 
shipment  £1,500,  cif. 

Liquorice  root:  Chinese  £400  metric  ton  cif.  Rus- 
sian £350  spot;  £340  cif,  new  crop.  Block  juice 
£147  per  100-kg  spot.  Iranian  spray-dried  £1.65. 
Mexican  15%  £1.65.  cif,  nominal. 
Lobelia:  American  £1,210  metric  ton  spot;  Euro- 
pean £1,100  spot;  £1.080,  cif,  shipment. 
Lycopodium:  Russian  £5.20  kg.  cif.  Indian  £4.50 
spot. 

Mace:  Grenada  unsorted  £2,150  ton,  fob. 
Menthol:    (kg)    Brazilian    £9.30    spot;    £9.20  cif. 
Chinese  £9.50  in  bond;  £9  cif. 

Nutmeg:  (per  ton,  fob)  Grenada  80's  £1,650.  un- 
assorted £1,490;  defectives  £1,250. 
Nux  Vomica:  No  spot;  forward  £250  metric  ton,  cif. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Lampong  black  £1,420  spot,  £1,300, 
cif.  White  £1,920  spot;  £1,800,  cif. 
Podophyllum:  Root  £850  metric  ton,  cif,  nominal. 
Quillaia:  Spot  £1.15  kg;  £0.95,  cif. 
Rhubarb:  Chinese  rounds  60  per  cent  pinky  £4.00 
kg,  cif. 

Saffron:  No  offers. 

Sarsaparilla:    Mexican    £1.70    kg,    cif;    no  spot. 

Jamaican  £1.85  spot;  £1.82,  cif. 

Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)  Anise:  China  star  £8.40 

nominal.    Caraway:   Dutch   £900).    Celery:  Indian 

£780.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £680  (Dec-Jan);  Indian 

£530.    Cumin:    Egyptian    £1.030;    Turkish  £1.040 

Iranian  £1,100  Dill:  £180.  Maw:  £550. 

Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  old  crop  £13.40  spot;  new 

crop  £13,  cif. 

Senna:  (kg)  Alexandria' pods,  hand-picked  scarce 
at  form  £2,  hp,  upwards;  manufacturing  £0.65. 
Tinnevelly  leaves  No.  3,  £0.27;  pods:  faq  £0.27 
hand-picked  £0.40  ex  warehouse. 
Squill:  Italian  new  crop  £650  metric  ton,  cif. 
Indian  £240,  cif. 

Styrax:  Turkish  natural  £4.30  kg  spot,  £4.20,  cif. 
Tonquin  beans:  £4.30  kg  spot,  no  shipment  offers. 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £690  ton  spot;  £550. 
new-crop  £550  cif. 

Valerian:  Pakistan  root  £1,280  metric  ton  spot; 
£1,250  forward;  European  £2,000;  £1,950  forward. 
Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £2.70  kg;  £2.65.  cif. 


Essential  oils 

Camphor  white:  £0.85  kg  spot;  £0.90  cif. 
Citronella:    Ceylon    £1.32    kg    spot;    £1.30.  cif. 
Chinese  £2.20  spot;  £2.37  cif. 

Clove:  Madagascar  leaf,  £2.20  kg  spot;  and  cif. 
English-distilled  £48-£50  nominal. 
Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £2.05  kg  spot;  £2.25,  cif. 
Peppermint:  (kg)   Arvensis — Brazilian  £4.80  spot; 
Shipment  £4.80,  cif.  Chinese  £4.75  spot  and  cif. 
Piperata,  American  Far-West  from  £25,  cif. 
Spearmint:  (kg)  American  Far-West  £16.  Chinese 
spot  £13,  shipment  £12.90,  cif.  nominal. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Coming  events 


Monday,  December  12 

Enfield  Pharmacists  Association,  Postgraduate  medical 
centre.  Chase  Farm  Hospital,  Enfield.  7.45  pm  Mr  F  Bayford 
on  "All  points  of  the  "**" 

Nottingham  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Postgraduate  medical  centre,  City  Hospital.  Hucknell  Road, 
Nottingham.  8  pm.  Dr  E.  J.  Hiller  (consultant  paediatrician)  on 
The  treatment  ot  children's  diseases. 
Southampton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Postgraduate  medical  centre,  Southampton  General  Hospital. 
Tremona  Road.  Southampton.  8  pm  Buffet  supper  and 
illustrated  talk  by  Mr  N.  Barker  about  Australia. 

Tuesday,  December  13 

Bedfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Old  Moat 
House,  Moat  Lane,  Luton,  Christmas  party. 
Croydon  Galen  Group,  Friends  meeting  house,  Park  Lane, 
Croydon,  7.30  pm.  Christmas  party. 
Fife  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Ollerton  Hotel, 
Kirkcaldy,  7  45  pm  Dr  D.  N.  Laurie  (consultant  physician)  on 
Management  of  acute  myocardiac  infarction.'' 
North  Staffordshire  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  Medical  Institute,  Hartshill,  Stoke-on-Trent 
8  pm  Mr  T.  P  Astill  (deputy  secretary,  NPA)  on  You,  your 
workers  and  the  law 

Thursday,  December  15 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Staff  club  music  room.  University  centre.  University  of 
Strathclyde,  8  pm  Wine  and  cheese. 

Harrogate  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Postgraduate 
centre,  Harrogate  General  Hospital.  8  pm.  Dr  W.  Downie  on 
"Aspects  of  drug  treatment  in  arthritis"  followed  by  Sterling 
Wmthrop  sponsored  supper 


Area  officers'  association 

An  Association  of  Area  Pharmaceutical 
Officers  has  been  formed  to  promote 
cross-regional  contacts  at  area  level.  All 
area  pharmaceutical  officers  in  England 
and  Wales  are  eligible  to  join  (initial  sub- 
scription £2).  A  committee,  with  rep- 
resentatives from  most  regions,  has  been 
appointed  and  occasional  meetings  will  be 
held  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  associ- 
ation and  discuss  topics  of  specific  interest 
to  area  pharmaceutical  officers.  Mr  K.  I. 
Muirs,  Cedar  Building,  Horton  Road, 
Gloucester  is  the  secretary/treasurer. 

Westminster  Report 

Medical  Bill  in  Lords 

Moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Medical 
Bill  in  the  Lords,  Lord  Wells-Pestell  said 
that  among  its  provisions  was  the  ter- 
mination of  the  agreement  with  the  Eire 
Government  under  which  doctors  and 
educational  bodies  in  Eire  are  at  present 
represented  on  the  General  Medical 
Council,  and  the  Council  has  the  right  to 
supervise  medical  education  in  the 
Republic. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  with 
support  from  both  sides  of  the  House, 
though  some  Conservative  speakers 
thought  it  was  too  limited  in  scope. 
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Natural  Astringent  Witch  Hazel  Shampoo 

SOLVES  GREASY  HAIR  PROBLEMS 

...helps  prevent  forehead  pimples,1  HOZCl 


The  Unique  Hazal  Hair  formula  controls  excess  scalp  oil  flow 
nd  contains  a  special  anti-bacterial  to  help  keep  forehead  clear. 

■  NATIONAL  YOUNG  FEMALE  ADVERTISING 
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Appointments 


Senior 
Representative 

East  of 
Scotland 


Experienced  representative  with  a  successful  selling 
career,  preferably  in  Pharmacy.  Required  to  be 
responsible  to  the  Managing  Director  for  all  chemist 
outlets  from  the  Borders  to  Pnverness  and  North.  This 
is  an  opportunity  to  join  a  medium  sized  family  com- 
pany with  connections  world  wide. 

We  are  interested  in  selling  and  administrative  ability 
also  the  capacity  to  maintain  the  present  growth  pat- 
tern. 

Remuneration  is  by  salary,  commission  and  bonus. 
All  the  usual  benefits  are  provided. 

Write  in  strict  confidence  to: 

The  Managing  Director 

Cupal  Pharmaceutical  Laboratories 

Blackburn,  Lanes. 


CHIEF  PHARMACIST 

ROYAL  HOSPITAL  &  HOME  FOR  INCURABLES 
PUTNEY  &  BRIGHTON 

The  Board  of  Management  of  this  old  established  voluntary  hospital  caring 
for  265  severely  disabled  patients,  mainly  in  the  younger  disabled  category, 
require  a  full  time  CHIEF  PHARMACIST  to  take  full  charge  of  a  busy 
department  under  the  direction  of  the  sessionally  employed  General  Prac- 
titioners now  caring  for  the  patients,  5  day  week,  no  Saturdays. 
Fully  equipped  modern  pharmacy.  A  second  Pharmacist,  Pharmacy 
Technician  and  Clerk  also  employed. 

Recent  experience  of  all  aspects  of  hospital  Pharmacy  and  retail  experience 
is  essential. 

Commencing  salary,  inclusive  of  London  Weighting  in  the  range  of  £5,311  to 
£6,571 .  Pension  scheme  interchangeable  with  NHS.  Free  life  assurance. 
Applications  with  CV  and  names  of  two  referees  to  Dr.  Maureen  Tudor, 
RHHI,  West  Hill,  Putney  SW15  3SW  from  whom  further  particulars  can 
be  obtained. 


Please  mention  C&D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


SALES-PURCHASING  position  botan- 
icals company.  Background  botanicals 
or  chemicals.  Self-starter,  adminis- 
trative experience.  Knowledge  of 
importing,  ability  work  with  others  and 
numbers.  Keep  within  budget.  Herbs, 
spices,  gums,  colloids,  shellac  glaze, 
and  extracts.  Relocate  West  Coast  of 
United  States.  Box  No.  2503. 


For  Sale 


SINGLE  EDGE  BLADES  (E.R.  TYPE). 

Packs  of  100  £4.50  inc.  V.A.T.  Post 
free.  Free  sample  on  request.  Cheque 
with  order.  Gordon  Chemists,  2b  Cnck- 
lewood  Lane,  London.  NW2  1EX. 


Shopfitting 

CHROMIUM,  CRYSTAL  DISPLAY 
COUNTERS,  ISLAND  DISPLAY 
UNITS,  SHOWCASES,  WINDOW  FIT- 
TINGS, COMPLETE  SHELVING  SYS- 
TEMS with  or  without  canopy  lighting. 
Prompt  delivery  direct  from  the  makers. 
See  our  showroom  or  invite  us  to  call 
without  obligation  for  instant  quote. 
THIRSK  SHOPFITTINGS,  741-743 
Garratt  Lane,  London  SW17  0DP.  Tel.: 
01-946  2291  (4  lines). 


Wanted 


WANTED  URGENTLY.  Old  Mahogany 
chemist  shop  fittings  We  remove  and 
pay  cash  John  Derham  Ltd  .  Earsham 
Hall.  Earsham,  Bungay,  Suffolk  NR35 
2 AN  Tel  Bungay  3423  

PHARMACEUTICAL  ANTIQUES. 

Drug  runs,  shop  interiors,  bottles,  etc., 
urgently  wanted.  Kindly  contact  Robin 
Wheeler  Antiques.  Parklands,  Park 
Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey  Telephone: 
Ashtead  72319 


A.  &  H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 

trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 

lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 

EC1V  0BA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 

Telegrams:  "Salvall",  London, 

E.C.1. 


Please  address  Box  No.  replies 

to:  Box  No  

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 
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That's  exactly  what 
Britain's  chief  executives  do 
in  the  Trade  Press. 

According  to  re- 
search, 88%  get  most  of 
their  authoritative  infor- 
mation on  their  industries 
from  the  medium. 

Half  of  them  regularly 
read  at  least  five  trade 
journals. 

And  66%  of  these 
decision  makers  do  much 
of  their  reading  at  home. 

These  are  just  some  of 
the  findings  of  a  research 
study  into  the  Trade  Press 
commissioned  by  Benn  Pub- 
lications Limited,  publishers 
of  more  than  sixty  trade, 
technical  and  business 
magazines  and  directories. 


The  Tf adc  Press  in  Britain 


As  well  as  chief  execu- 
tives, we  talked  to  com- 
pany marketing  directors 
and  advertising  agents. 
Some  new  and  surprising 
facts  and  opinions 
emerged,  which  empha- 
sise the  need  for  a  fresh 
look  at  company  advertis- 
ing objectives  in  relation 
to  the  decision  makers 
who  read  the  Trade  Press. 

We've  published  the 
findings  of  this  research  in 
a  32-page  colour  report 
called 'The  Trade  Press  in 
Britain'. 


If  you'd  like  to  read  all  about  it,  write  for  a  complimentary  copy  to 
the  Marketing  Services  Department,  Benn  Publications  Limited, 
25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3J A. 

|  Please  send  a  complimentary  copy  of 'The  Trade  Press  in  Britain'.  | 
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Benn 
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Beatson  Glass 
one  of  the  great  protectors 


Wherever  drugs  and  medicines  are  dispensed 
Beatson  glass  containers  keep  them  safe  and  ready  to  hand. 

Beatson  Clark  have  been  making  glass 
for  two  centuries  and  today  serve  the  pharmaceutical  world 

with  most  types  of  medicinal  glass  containers. 

Ask  your  wholesaler. 

Beatson  Clark 

Beatson,  Clark  &  Co.  Ltd., 
Rotherham,  South  Yorkshire,  S60  2AA 
Telephone:  0709  79141  Telex:  54329 

;  _  .....   


